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[HM Docket No. 124; Notice No. 75-2}

BOTTOM OUTLET VALVES ON MC~312
CARGO TANKS

Proposed Rulemaking

The Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board (the Board) is considering
amending § 178.343-5(b) of the Hazard-
ous Materials Regulations which specifies
that outlet valves must be protected by
a shear section.

The Board was petitioned by the Truck
Trailer Manufacturer's Assoclation to
provide alternative means of protecting
outlet valves on motor vehloleg to assure
agalnst the accidental escape of lquid
cargoes. They suzgested the change for
two reasons: (1) The change would pro-
vide for an alternative protection of the
valve equivalent to the protection offered
by the presently required valve shear sec-
tion, and (2) this change will allow the

Use of valves unavajlable with shear sec- -

tion.
After reviewing the data submitted in
support of the petition, the Board has

concluded that the petitioner’s conten-

tion may have merit.

In consideration of the Toregoing 49 -

CFR Part 178 would be revised as fol-
lows; .

(A) In §178.343-5(b) subparagraph
(1) (1) would be revised and 1) would be
added as follows:

§178.343-5 Oudlets.

* L] * * -
(b) - & @ -
(1) Product plptng must be protected
in such a manner as to reasonably assure
against the accidental escape of con-
tents. Such protection may he provided
b -

() A shear section located out-board
of each emergency valve seat and within
4 Inches of the vessel which will break
under strain and leave the eémergency
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valve seat and its attachment to the ves-
sel and the valve head intact and capa-
ble of retaining produet. The shear sec=
tion shall be machined in such a manner
as to abruptly reduce the wall thickness
of the adjacent piping (or valve) mate-
ridl by at least 20 percent; or

(ii) By suitable guards capable of suc~
cessfully absorbing a concentrated hori-
zontal force of at least 8,000 pounds ap-
blied from any horizontal direction, with-

out damage to the discharge piping

which will adversely affect the product
retention Integrity of the discharge
valye, ’
. . e I .
Interested persons are invited to give
their views on this proposal. Communi-

cations should identify the docket num-

ber and be submitted In duplicate to the
Secretary, Hazardous Materlals Regulg-
tions Board, US. Department of Trans-
portation, Washington, D.C. 20590. Com-
munications recelved on or before Juna
24, 1975, will be considered befora Anal
actlon is taken on this proposal. All com=~

ments received will be avatlable for ex-
. amination by Interested persons at the
Office of the Secretary, Hazardous Mate~-

rials Regulations ' Board, IRoom 6215,
Trans Point Building, Seeond and v
Streets SW., Washington, D.C., both be-

fore and after the closing date for com=

ments. ;

(Transportation of Explostves Act (18 U.S.¢.
831-835), sec. 6, Department of Transporta-
tion Act, (49 US.C. 1866), delegation of au-
thority by the Secretary of Transportation
8t 40 CFR 170.1.) R
_ Issued. in Washington, D.C, on
March 17, 1975, - - )
ROBERT A, EAvr,

Board Member jor the

Federal Highway Admin Istration.,
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