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U.S. Department 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
of Transportation Washington, D.C. 20590
Pipeline and Hazardous 0CT 23 2017

Materials Safety

Administration

Ms. Ruth M. Porter

Tanks Program Manager

West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection

601 57th Street SE

Charleston, WV 25304

Dear Ms. Porter:

In a letter to the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) dated
December 28, 2016, you requested an interpretation of the definition of pipeline facility under
49 CFR 192.3 in reference to certain aboveground storage tanks used for brine and other fluids.

You stated that the aboveground storage tanks in question are used by “TransCanada/ [Columbia
Pipeline Group] to store brine and other fluids removed in the transportation of gas by pipeline
by drip separators and to store oil used to lubricate equipment at TransCanada/ [Columbia
Pipeline Group] compressor stations.” You stated that “[w]hile these [aboveground storage
tanks] are located adjacent to a ‘pipeline facility’, they are not used to ‘transport gas in the
pipeline’ or to ‘treat gas in the pipeline system during the course of transportation’”. In addition,
you provided documentation and previous PHMSA interpretations to support your request for
interpretation. You asked whether storage of brine and other fluids aboveground removed from
gas can be considered part of a pipeline facility and, therefore, regulated and inspected under the
Federal pipeline safety regulations. '

Section 192.3 defines pipeline facility as:

Pipeline facility means new and existing pipelines, rights—of—way,
and any equipment, facility, or building used in the transportation of
gas or in the treatment of gas during the course of transportation.

Equipment used for removal of water and other impurities as treatment of gas meets the
definition of a pipeline facility. However, storage of the waste products (brine and other fluids)
removed from gas is not considered a pipeline facility under § 192.3 because after removal, the
storage of the fluids is not used in further transportation of the regulated product (gas). In
addition, both Parts 192 and 195 do not regulate brine or other non-petroleum waste fluids even
if they are transported by pipeline from the storage tanks. Equipment lubricating oil stored at the
facility is not regulated by the Federal pipeline regulations if the oil storage tank is not connected
to or the oil is not transported by a PHMSA regulated pipeline.

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Office of Pipeline Safety provides written clarifications of the Regulations (49 CFR
Parts 19G-199) in the form of interpretation letters. These letters reflect the agency's current application of the regulations to the specific facts
presented by the person requesting the clarification. Interpretations do not create legally-enforceable rights or obligations and are provided to
help the public understand how to comply with the regulations.



Therefore, PHMSA does not consider the TransCanada/ [Columbia Pipeline Group] storage
tanks used to store brine or other waste fluids removed from gas as pipeline facilities, and such
storage tanks are not regulated by the Federal pipeline safety regulations.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact Tewabe Asebe at 202-366-5523.

Sincerely,

/

John A. Gale
Director, Office of Standards
and Rulemaking

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Office of Pipeline Safety provides written clarifications of the Regulations
(49 CFR Parts 190-199) in the form of interpretation letters. These letters reflect the agency's current application of the regulations to the
specific facts presented by the person requesting the clarification. Interpretations do not create legally-enforceable rights or obligations and
are provided to help the public understand how to comply with the regulations.
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Sempra Energy
101 Ash Street
San Diego, CA 92101-3017

May 1, 2001

Richard Huriaux

Director of Regulations

Office of Pipeline Safety

Research and Special Programs Administration
Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 7128
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Definition of "Pipeline Facility"
Dear Mr. Huriaux:

Thank you for taking the time yesterday in our telephone conversation to respond to my question concerning facilities
that constitute a "pipeline facility" and for offering to provide us with a written explanation. We would very much
appreciate the written response.

As we discussed, the Company has been asked to prepare a RMP for emissions reduction equipment that is necessary
for the operation of natural gas compressors along a transmission pipeline. Transportation facilities subject to oversight
or regulation under 49 C.F.R. Part 192 are included in those facilities exempt from preparing a RMP.* | understand from
our conversation that you participated in defining the parameters of this exemption.

The facilities at issue are part of a natural gas compressor station regulated pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 192. Each
compressor is driven by a natural gas fired engine which, pursuant to the engine's air quality permit, is equipped with a
Selective Catalytic reduction system ("SCR") to reduce air pollutant emissions (NOx). SCR operates by injecting small
amounts of ammonia into the emission stack, which changes the NO into nitrogen and water. Consequently, this facility
handles and stores a certain volume of anhydrous ammonia for use solely in the SCR. Pursuant to the engines’ air
permits, the engines — and thus the compressors - would not be able to operate without the SCR, including ammonia.

The only purpose for the SCR, including the ammonia, is to allow operation of the compressors that move natural gas
through the pipeline system. Based on their purpose and function, we believe that the emission reduction equipment
that are part of the compressor engines are transportation related "pipeline facilities" as defined by 49 C.F.R. Part 192.

We greatly appreciate your providing us with your opinion in this matter.

Very truly yours,
Joyce A. Padleschat

149 C.F.R. §68.3, definition of “Stationary source”.
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Columbia Gas Transmission

Deregistered Tanks (submit date 6/15/15)

| Owner | Ref. id | FacliityName | County | Tanklabel | CASID | Substance
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000553  064742-53-6 Distillates {petroleum),
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000556 064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000557 064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000559  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000560 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000561 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000562 068649-42-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, O,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000563  068649-42-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, O,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003145 LANHAM Kanawha 020-00000564  064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003158 CLENDENIN Kanawha 020-00000565  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003158 CLENDENIN Kanawha 020-00000567  064742-53-6 Distillates (petroleum),

_COLUMBIA  2014-0003158 CLENDENIN Kanawha 020-00000568 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003158 CLENDENIN Kanawha 020-00002832  000107-21-1 Ethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003158 CLENDENIN Kanawha 020-00002833 000107-21-1 Ethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003158 CLENDENIN Kanawha 020-00002834 000107-21-1 Ethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003178 CoCco ___Kanawha 020-00000591  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003178 COCO Kanawha 020-00000592 OTHER 0S| GOLD H100
COLUMBIA  2014-0003178 coCco Kanawha 020-00000594 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003178 COCO Kanawha 020-00000595  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003178 CcoCo Kanawha 020-00000596 OTHER MOBIL PEGASUS 701
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field Kanawha 020-00000691 007647-14-5 Sodium chloride (NaCi
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field  Kanawha 020-00000692  007647-14-5 Sodium chloride (NaCl
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field  Kanawha 020-00000693  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field Kanawha 020-00000694  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field Kanawha 020-00000695  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field  Kanawha 020-00000696  064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field Kanawha 020-00000697 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field Kanawha 020-00000698  007647-14-5 Sodium chloride {NaCl
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field  Kanawha 020-00000699  007647-14-5 Sodium chloride (NaCl
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field  Kanawha 020-00000701  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field  Kanawha 020-00000702  007647-14-5 Sodium chloride (NaCl)
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field Kanawha 020-00000703  007647-14-5 Sodium chloride (NaCl)
COLUMBIA  2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field Kanawha 020-00000704  064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA =~ 2014-0003205 Coco Storage Field  Kanawha 020-00000705  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
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Cciumbia Gas Transmission

Deregistered Tanks (submit date 6/15/15)

| owner | Ref. id | FacilityName | County | Tankiabel | CASID | Substance ]
COLUMBIA  2014-0003587 GLADY Randolph 042-00000193  000067-56-1 Methanol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003587 GLADY Randolph 042-06000194  000112-27-6 Triethyiene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003587 GLADY Randolph 042-00000197 OTHER USED OIL
COLUMBIA  2014-G003587 GLADY Randolph 042-00000198  007647-14-5 Sodium chloride (NaCl)
COLUMBIA  2014-0003587 GLADY Randolph 999-00000202 000112-27-6 Triethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003143 MARTIN YARD UIC Roane 044-00000199  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003143 MARTIN YARD UIC Roane 044-0C000200 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA ~ 2014-0003143  MARTIN YARD UIC Roane 044-00000201  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003143 MARTIN YARD UIC Roane 044-00000202  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003143 MARTIN YARD UIC Roane 044-00000203  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003143 MARTIN YARD UIC Roane 044-00000204  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003143 MARTIN YARD UIC Roane 044-06000205 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003136 Flat Top Summers 045-00000016  064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 043-00000642 068649-42-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, O,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 049-00000544  068649-42-3 Phosphoradithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 049-00000646  068649-42-3  Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 049-00000647  064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 049-00000648 OTHER SCRUBBER OIL
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 049-00000649  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 049-00000659 000107-21-1 Glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003176 CLEVELAND Upshur 049-00000651 000107-21-1 Glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003191 Kenova Wayne 050-00000081  068649-42-3  Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003191 Kenova Wayne 050-00000083 000107-21-1 Giycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003191 Kenova Wayne 050-00000085  068649-42-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003191 Kenova Wayne 050-00000086  068649-42-3 Phosphoradithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00600087  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000088 000107-21-1 Glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-0000008%  000107-21-1 Ethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000090 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000091  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000092 064741-48-6 Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000093 OTHER New Lube Oil )
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000094  000107-21-1 Glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 056-00000095 OTHER new lube oil
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Columbia Gas Transmission
Deregistered Tanks (submit date 6/15/15)

| owner | Ref. id | FacllityName | County | Tanklabel | CASID | Substance
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000096  068649-42-3  Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000097 068649-42-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003194 CEREDO Wayne 050-00000098  000075-66-1 2-Propanethiol, 2-methyl-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003196 Smithfield Wetzel 052-00000584  000107-21-1 Ethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003195 Smithfield Wetzel 052-00000585  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003196 Smithfield Wetzel 052-00000586  000064-17-5 Alcohol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003196 Smithfield Wetzel 052-00000587  007440-66-6 Zinc
COLUMBIA  2014-0003196 Smithfield Weizel 052-00000588  068649-22-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003196 Smithfield Wetzel 052-00000589  064741-43-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003196 Smithfield Wetzel 052-006000590  000064-17-5 Alcohol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003196 Smithfield Wetzel 052-00008591 000064-17-5 Ethanol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00080259 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000260 007647-14-5 Sodium chloride (NaCl)
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000262  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000262  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000263  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport ___Wood 054-00000264  (007647-14-5 Sodium chloride {NaCl)
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000265  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood  054-00000266  064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw lig.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000267  000067-56-1 Methanol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000268 064741-48-6  Natural gas (petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000686 125643-61-0 Benzenepropanoic acid, 3,5-bis(1,1-

_ COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000687 125643-61-0 Benzenepropanoic acid, 3,5-bis(1,1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000688 064741-48-6  Natural gas {petroleum), raw liq.
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000689  000107-21-1 Ethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003203 Rockport Wood 054-00000690 000107-21-1 Ethylene glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003195 Huff Creek Wyoming 055-00001006  000107-21-1 Glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003195 Huff Creek Wyoming 055-00001010  068649-42-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003195 Huff Creek Wyoming 055-00001015  000107-21-1 Glycol
COLUMBIA  2014-0003195 Huff Creek Wyoming 055-00001016  068649-42-3 Phosphorodithioic acid, 0,0-di-C1-
COLUMBIA  2014-0003195 Huff Creek Wyoming 055-00001008 OTHER empty
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A mtetattmmabpe

" Columbia Pipeline Group

Ms. Ruth Porter

700 Louisiana, Sté. 700, Houston, Texas, 77008
Tel: 832.320.5463 Fax: 832.320.6463
Stephen_chung@transcanada.com

August 26,2016

Via CMRRR #7015 1526 0002 7296: 9718

Tanks Program Manager -

West Virginia Department of Env1ronmental Protection
601 57" Street SE* ~ . :
Charleston, WV 25304

]jea'r Ms. Porter:

Columbra Plpehne Group (CPG) apprec1ates the opportumty to respond to your letter-we

© received via email on July 22; 2016 and via certified mail on July 29, 2016. We hope this

response will correct any mlsunderstandmg regardmg the number, propertles, locations or
use of the de-registered CPG above ground sstorage tanks (ASTs) and w1ll resolve this
matter .

Incorrect number of ASTs referenced in your letter

Your letter references four hundred and ﬁfty (450) CPG above ground storage tanks

(ASTs).. This nuniber is inaccurate.; The West Virginia Department of Env1ronmental

" Protection (DEP) inventory lists many duplicate entries. Please see Attachment 1, which
‘hlghhghts the duphcates in the DEP electromc system. :

CPG onglnally reglstered 373 ASTs. After the passage of Senate Bill 423, CPG de-
registered. 339° ASTs. The DEP objected to de-registration of a subset totaling 220 ASTs.
In total, CPG currently has 34 ASTs registered in the DEP system. Although arguably
these 34 ASTs are also exempt, CPG has maintained registration becauge of a’ very.
conservative: application of the exemption; while these: ASTs ‘are alsp part of a

* transmission pipeline. facility, they are not physically connected to the pipeline. As

discussed in more detail below, theiremaining deregistered ASTs clearly- fall .into the
enumerated exemptions under the West Virginia Aboveground Storage Tank' Act (Act) as
amended i in 2015.

The de-registered ASTs are exempt ufider a plain reading of the-Act.

The deregistration of a subset of our above ground storage tank (AST) invéntory was a
direct result of the regulatory changes made with the passage of-Senate Bill 423, which
amended the Act. Based on public commients at the time by West Virginia leaders it was
anticipated that tanks.originally registered under the 2014 version would belideregistered
if they fell under one of the new exemptions.



Ms. Porter .
August 26, 2016 .

The plain.reading of. the Act exempts Columb1a s plpehne facilities from the regulatlon

' Columbla relies on the law’ of statutory construction in West Virginia, which is well

settled.? In applying a statute, “its words should be given their ordinary acceptance and

B significance and-the meaning commonly attributed to them.”? The language of ‘the.

statutory exemptlon is:

“P1pe11ne facﬂrtles mcludmg gathermg lmes, regulated under the Natural Gas
Plpelme Safety Act of 1968 of the Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Safety ; ‘Act of 1979,
or an intrastate. pipeline’ fac111ty regulated by the West Virginia Public Service
Commission or otherwise régulated under any state -law comparable to the .
provrslons .of either the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of 1968 or the Hazardous
Liquid Prpelme Safety Act of 1979 e

1

. The common meaning ‘and s1gmﬁcance of the term © plpehﬁe fac1lit1es reé‘ulate“d under

the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of 1968” is the definition stated in ‘the Pipeline

. Safety. Act itself. Any other deﬁmtlon would run afoul of the statutory construction rule.
. “Pipeline facilities” are- specrﬁcally defined to include “new. and existing pipelines,

rights-of-way, and any equipment, facility, or building used in the transportatzon of gas .
or in the treatment' of gas during the course of transportation.”[emphdsis added]

Accordingly, the plain reading of the! West Virginia code exempts Columbia’s facilities.
In addition, the DEP guidance’ on which tanks must be reg1stered also exempts plpehne .
facilities and provrdes no additional lumtatrons on thrs exemptlon '

It is a "fundamental canon of statutory construction” that, "unless otherwise deﬁned ‘
words will be 1nterpreted as taking their ordinary, contemporary, common meamng 0 i
the West Virginia legislature intended to change the ordinary, accepted; meaning of.
“pipeline facilities” from the definition in the federal code under §192.3, it is Columbia’s
position that sucha deviation would have beéen required to be explicitly clear-iin the Act. .

Addrtlonally, there is no language in the Act redefining “pipeline fac111t1es or limitihg
the exemption to hazardous liquid p1pe11ne breakout tanks, as your letter suggests and
such an interpretation is contrary to the well-established definition in the Pipeline Safety
Act. Because they are only applicable to hazardous liquids pipelines, breakout tanks are .
“defined under 49°CFR §195.2, a breakout tank is defined as one “ised to (a) relieve
surges in a: hazardous liquid plpehne system or (b) receive and store hazardous liquid
transported by a pipeline for re-lnjecuon and continued transportation by plpehne ” The

! WVa. Code § 22, Article 30 (2015).” k

2 In State of West Va. v. Cont'l Cas. Co., 130:W.Va. 147,42 S:E.2d 820 (1947), the Court held that when a
statute is clear and unamblguous and the legislative intent is plain, the statute should not be 1nterpreted by.
the courts. 50 Am. Jur., Statutes; Section 225,

3 50. Am. Jur., Section 225. See Morain'v. Leccony Smokeless Coal Co 122 W. Va. 405,10 S E 2d’578
(1940), 137 AL.R. 1007. ) .

4 “Plpehne facility” is a term defined specrﬁcally by 49 CFR §§ 192.3, - E

" | * https://apps.dep.wv. gov/ast/astsurvev cfin,.
oS Sandlfer v. US Steel Corp., 134.8..Ct. 870 (2014)




Ms."Porter
August 26, 2016

U.S. Environmental Protecnon Agency (EPA) definition of a- breakout tafik under 40
CFR112.21s operatlonally identical; “a container used to relieve surges in an oil pipeline
system or to receive and store oil transported by a pipeline for reinjection and continued
transportation by pipeline.” If the exemption in the Act had been intended to be limited to
breakout tanks, it would have, by definition, also been limited to hazardous liquid
plpehnes It was not, as it clearly includes natural gas pipeline facilities.

The Dereglstered ASTs meet the deﬁmtlon and use regunements for exempuon under th
Act. - S

The de-registered CPG ASTs are phi'fsically connected to the transmission pipeline and

are used in the transportation of natur ral gas and fall under the jurisdiction of the Federal

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), and the Department of Transportation/ Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Admlmstratlon (DOT/PHMSA). o

There appears to be a miSunderstandi‘ng of the function of the ex'e‘mpt ASTs, which forms
the basis of your objection to dereglstratlon You stated in your letter; “[t]he material
stored in the ASTs are liquids riot vapbr gas, and the ASTs do not appear fo be used in the
storage of gas, the transportation of gas, or the treatment of gas.” ® This is 1ncorrect For
natural gas to be transported by. pipeline, the storage withdrawal process involves -
removal of brine water from the. gas. The water is then stored in ASTsuntil proper
disposal. Natural gas cannot enter the pipeline without this critical process, because of
the strict pipeline gas quality reqmrements under FERC tariffs. These ASTs are critical
components of the. transpor’catlon of natural gas, and vital equipment at pipelme facilities,
and are therefore exempt.

Regulatlon under DOT/PHMSA and the EPA addresses leg1slat1ve intent and

environmental concems

All of the exemptrons in the Act codify the legislative intent to focus regulatory‘ attention
- on previously unregulated tanks in cntlcal zones, which pose a significant risk to West

Virginia public water supply intakes, while exempting safe tanks, which: are already
governed by state and federal regulations.

Category/Quantity TLocation/Use T .| InZone | In Water "} Jurisdiction
S R ' N Protection Area
Critical
. - . ; : Concern . » o
14 . - | Connected to the transmission 4 0o . '| FERC
' pipeline between compiessor ) . : PHMSA
L stations. Store pipeline tondensate. . EPA
68 * | Connected to the transmission = - | 10 2 . A4 FERC
- pipeline 4t compressor stations. -« PHMSA
Store pipeliné condensate. = |, 1 EPA .
131 , Connected to the transmission 10 0 ‘| FERC
pipeline at storage fields; store . - - | PHMSA
pipeline condensate and brine water. o -| EPA




" Ms. Porter
August 26, 2016

‘The ASTs at Columbia’s facilities are subject to de31gn, 1ntegr1ty and monitoring -
regulations under the jurisdiction of DOT/PHMSA as well as EPA’s Sp111 Prevention,
Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) rules under 40 CFR 112,

The fourteen (14) ASTs in the zone of critical concern and two (2) ASTs’in the water
- protection ared are managed under: SPCC plans. The SPCC requireménts include
- maintaining secondary- containment, and testmg or inspection for integrity on a regular
" schedule and whénever material repairs are made.’ In addition, routine visual inspection -
is performed of-the outside of the confainer for any signs of deterioration or indications of
dlscharges This visual. inspection inéludes the AST’s supports and foundations, and is |
performed to verify the suitability of the AST for continued use until the.next formal .
inspection. These measures effectively minimize and manage the risks associated with
ASTs.

CPG is in compliance with the requirements of the Act, and remains committed to safe
and environmentally sound practicés for managing ASTs in accordance with all
applicable requirements. If you have additional questions or would like to dlscuss further,
please contact Heather Roberts at 724-627-2112, or myself at 832-320-5463."

Yours truly;

Svfz__

Stephen Chung

Director, Envuonmental Law .

U.S. Pipelines Law .

Columbia Pipeline Group, Inc.

a subsidiary of Tran_sCanada Plpelme USA Ltd.-

ce: H. Roberts -

7 §§1 12;8(c)t6), 1 15.12(::)(6)(1).















	West Virginia DEP-PI-17-0002-10-23-2017-Part 192.3
	West Virginia DEP-PI-17-0002-01-18-2017-Part 192.3

