
 
U.S. Department                                         
of Transportation     

Pipeline and Hazardous  
Materials Safety  
Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590  

July 25, 2023 
 
Mr. John Hinz 
CEO  
KTM North America, Inc. 
38429 Innovation Court 
Murrieta, CA  92563 
 
Reference No. 23-0034 
 
Dear Mr. Hinz, 
 
This responds to your February 22, 2023, letter requesting clarification of the Hazardous 
Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180) applicable to accumulators.  Specifically, 
you are requesting an updated letter of interpretation (LOI) pertaining to the carriage of 
accumulators in closed-case suspension systems on board passenger-carrying aircraft.  You 
reference LOI No. 15-0220, previously issued to you on February 22, 2016, for the purpose of 
clarity and confirmation for air carriers of the permitted status of your accumulators.  In your 
most recent letter, you ask whether accumulators meeting the criteria specified in § 173.306(f)(4) 
and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Technical Instructions Special 
Provision “A114” are subject to the HMR. 
 
The answer is no.  Accumulators meeting the criteria specified in § 173.306(f)(4) and ICAO 
Technical Instructions Special Provision “A114” are not subject to the HMR.  Provided that your 
accumulators continue to meet these criteria, shipments of your accumulators would continue to 
not be subject to the HMR. 
 
I hope this information is helpful.  Please contact us if we can be of further assistance.  
  
Sincerely,  
   

   
   
T. Glenn Foster  
Chief, Regulatory Review and Reinvention Branch  
Standards and Rulemaking Division  
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Hi Alice and team,

Please see below for an LOI request.

Madison (HMIC)

From: Johnson Aria <Aria.Johnson@ktm.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2023 3:24 PM
To: INFOCNTR (PHMSA) <INFOCNTR.INFOCNTR@dot.gov>
Cc: Ochoa, Laura J. <laura.ochoa@pillsburylaw.com>; Saul Jaffe <sjaffe@claremontlaw.com>;
Grangruth Robin <Robin.Grangruth@ktm.com>
Subject: KTM North America, Inc. Request for Updated Letter of Interpretation regarding 14 C.F.R. §
173.306(f)(4)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Good Afternoon,

On behalf of KTM North America Inc., please find the attached letter requesting an updated letter of
Interpretation regarding 14 C.F.R. § 173.306(f)(4).

Furthermore, should you have any questions or concerns please contact all copied parties listed.

Kind Regards,

ARIA JOHNSON
LEGAL SPECIALIST

KTM NORTH AMERICA, INC
38429 Innovation Court
Murrieta, CA 92563 

P: 951-600-8007 4156
E: Aria.Johnson@ktm.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail and any attachments contain information from KTM North America, Inc. and are intended solely for the use of the named
recipient or recipients. This e-mail may contain confidential/privileged information. Any dissemination of this e-mail by anyone other than an intended recipient is strictly
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prohibited. If you are not a named recipient, you are prohibited from any further viewing of the e-mail or any attachments or from making any use of the e-mail or
attachments. If you believe you have received this e-mail in error, notify the sender immediately and permanently delete the e-mail, any attachments, and all copies thereof
from any drives or storage media and destroy any printouts of the e-mail or attachments.

 

_______________________________
Diese Nachricht und allfällige angehängte Dokumente sind vertraulich und nur für den/die
Adressaten bestimmt. Sollten Sie nicht der beabsichtigte Adressat sein, ist jede Offenlegung,
Weiterleitung oder sonstige Verwendung dieser Information nicht gestattet. In diesem Fall bitten
wir, den Absender zu verständigen und die Information zu vernichten. Für Übermittlungsfehler oder
sonstige Irrtümer bei Übermittlung besteht keine Haftung. 
_______________________________
This message and any attached files are confidential and intended solely for the addressee(s). Any
publication, transmission or other use of the information by a person or entity other than the
intended addressee is prohibited. If you receive this in error please contact the sender and delete
the material. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions as a result of the
transmission. Please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this e-mail.
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