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Reference No. 19-0027 

Dear Mr. Edwards: 

MAY 3 1 2019 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

This letter is in response to your January 7, 2019, email requesting clarification of the Hazardous 
Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180) applicable to intermediate bulk containers 
(IBCs). Specifically, you ask why the HMR do not limit the use of plastic IBCs to a five-year 
period, in accordance with the United Nations (UN) Model regulations. 

A final rule titled "Intermediate Bulk Containers for Hazardous Materials" published July 26, 
1994 (HM-181E; 59 FR 38040), adopted requirements for the construction, maintenance, and 
use of IBCs based on standards outlined in the UN Recommendations on the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods - Model Regulations. The Research and Special Programs Administration 
(RSP A), the predecessor agency to PHMSA, received comments in opposition to the proposed 
five-year period of use (i.e., a five-year service life) for rigid plastic IBCs and plastic inner 
receptacles for composite IBCs. Additionally, another commenter indicated the action was 
inappropriate without input from industry regarding what constitutes a suitable service life for 
plastic IBCs consistent with the approach taken for plastic non-bulk packaging. RSP A agreed 
with the commenters and did not adopt the proposed five-year service life for plastic IBCs in the 
HMR. 

I hope this information is helpful. Please contact us if we can be of further assistance. 
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Dodd, Alice (PHMSA) 

From: INFOCNTR (PHMSA) 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, March 11, 2019 9:33 AM 
Hazmat Interps 

Subject: FW: Intermediate bulk containers (IBC's) 

Hello Alice and lkeya, 

Below is an international request for letter of interpretation. 
See original email. 

Thanks, 

Jonathon, HMIC 

From: Darren Edwards [mailto:darren@llewellyneurope.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 07, 2019 7:03 AM 
To: INFOCNTR (PHMSA) <INFOCNTR.INFOCNTR@dot.gov> 
Subject: RE: Intermediate bulk containers (IBC's) 

Hi Jonathon, 

Many thanks for your response, and I have considered all you have identified, I do however need to formally ask a 
questions however the link you send did not work and when I look on the website, I can see formal responses, but 
cannot find a link to make a formal request. 

Your help would be greatly appreciated. 

kindest regards 

Darren 

DDN 

Office 

Mob 

Email 

Web 

+44 (0)1933 427 404 

+44(0)1933 445 260 

+44 (0)7783 536 239 

darren@llewellyneurope.com 

www.llewellyneurope.com 

Llewellyn (Safety Advisors) Europe Ltd 
Office Address Evelyn House Business Centre, 38 Broad Green, Wellingborough, NN8 4LH 
Registered Address Evelyn House Business Centre, 38 Broad Green, Wellingborough, NN8 4LH 
Registered in England and Wales No. 5566978 

Turkey Office Address Beyazevler Mah, 527. SK No: 7, Gaziemir, Izmir, Turkey. Tel +90 232 282 1035 
South Africa Office Address 15 Winifred Cresent, Marina Beach, Kwa-zulu Natal, 4281, South Africa Tel +27 73 899 7824 

FOR INFORMATION ON LLEWELLYN EUROPE LTD VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW LLEWELL YNEUROPE. COM 
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THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS EMAIL IS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL AND FOR THE USE OF THE 
ADDRESSEE ONLY; IT MAY ALSO BE LEGALLY PRIVILEDGED AND OR PRICE SENSITIVE. NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT ANY DISCLOSURE, USE OR COPING OF THE INFORMATION BY ANYONE OTHER THAN THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT IS PROHIBITED AND MAY BE ILLEGAL. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR, 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN E-MAIL AND PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS MESSAGE. 

LLEWEL YN (SAFETY ADVISORS) EUROPE LTD HAS TAKEN EVERY REASONABLE PRECAUTION TO ENSURE THAT 
ANY ATTACHMENT TO THIS EMAIL HAS BEEN SWEPT FOR VIRUSES. HOWEVER, WE CANNOT ACCEPT LIABILITY 
FOR ANY DAMAGE SUSTAINED AS A RESULT OF SOFTWARE VIRUSES AND WOULD ADVISE THAT YOU CARRY 
OUT YOUR OWN VIRUS CHECKS BEFORE OPENING ANY ATTACHMENT. 

From: INFOCNTR (PHMSA) <INFOCNTR.INFOCNTR@dot.gov> 
Sent: 06 February 2019 15:30 
To: Darren Edwards <darren@llewellyneurope.com> 
Subject: RE: Intermediate bulk containers (IBC's) 

Dear Darren, 

We have received your inquiry about the hazardous materials regulations (HMR) (49 CFR Parts 
171-180). 

The HMR prescribes the requirements of the Department of Transportation governing the 
offering and transportation of hazardous materials in interstate, intrastate, and foreign 
commerce by rail car, aircraft, motor vehicle, and vessel. While we cannot provide an 
exhaustive list of each applicable requirement, we suggest you review section(s) 178.700-800 
for additional information on IBCs. The hazardous materials regulations are available at the 
following URL: 

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/phmsa-regulations 

If you require additional assistance, you may contact the Hazardous Materials Information 
Center, which is staffed with regulatory specialists who can quickly answer your questions by 
phone, Monday through Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM EST at +1(202) 366-4488. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathon, Hazardous Materials Specialist 

An e-mail response from this office is considered informal guidance. Formal guidance may be 
requested in accordance with 49 CFR 105.20. http://phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/regs/interps 

From: Darren Edwards [mailto:darren@llewellyneurope.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 07, 2019 5:12 AM 
To: PHMSA HM lnfoCenter <PHMSAHMlnfoCenter@dot.gov> 
Subject: Intermediate bulk containers (IBC's) 

Dear sirs, 

I am writing to request some information if possible please. 
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I am working on a project which includes USA manufacturers shipping IBC's into the ADR signatory 
countries. Historically there have been issues where IBC's are sent to these countries and they have time expired, in 
that they are in excess of the 5 years allowance in ADR. 

Having looked at the UN modal regulations, specifically at 4.1.1.15, whereby plastic IBC's are restricted to be used for no 
more than 5 years; this part I notice in 49CFR has not been applied to IBC's. 

Part of the representation I need to make to the Competent Authorities in Ireland is the background decision on why 
4.1.1.15 of UN Model regulations were not implemented for plastic IBC's in 49 CFR, I have trawled your website to try 
and find this decision, but to no avail. 

Your help would be greatly appreciated in this matter, I thank you for your time in reading my request and also for the 
help in which you may provide. 

kindest regards 

Darren Edwards 

DDN 

Office 

Mob 

Emai l 

Web 

+44 (0 )1933 427 464 

+44(0)1933 44.5 260 

+44 (0)7783 .536 239 

darren@llewellyneurope.com 

www .llewellyneurope.com 

Llewellyn (Safety Advisors) Europe Ltd 
Office Address Evelyn House Business Centre , 38 Broad Green, Wellingborough, NN8 4LH 
Registered Address Evelyn House Business Centre, 38 Broad Green, Wellingborough, NN8 4LH 
Registered in England and Wales No. 5566978 

Turkey Office Address Beyazevler Mah, 527. SK No: 7, Gaziemir, Izmir, Turkey. Tel +90 232 282 1035 
South Africa Office Address 15 Winifred Cresent, Marina Beach, Kwa-zulu Natal, 4281 , South Africa . Tel +27 73 899 7824 

FOR INFORMATION ON LLEWELLYN EUROPE LTD VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WVVW. LLEWELLYNEUROPE.COM 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS EMAIL IS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL AND FOR THE USE OF THE 
ADDRESSEE ONLY; IT MAY ALSO BE LEGALLY PRIVILEDGED AND OR PRICE SENSITIVE. NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT ANY DISCLOSURE, USE OR COPING OF THE INFORMATION BY ANYONE OTHER THAN THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT IS PROHIBITED AND MAY BE ILLEGAL. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS MESSAGE IN ERROR, 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN E-MAIL AND PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS MESSAGE. 

LLEWELYN (SAFETY ADVISORS) EUROPE LTD HAS TAKEN EVERY REASONABLE PRECAUTION TO ENSURE THAT 
ANY ATTACHMENT TO THIS EMAIL HAS BEEN SWEPT FOR VIRUSES. HOWEVER, WE CANNOT ACCEPT LIABILITY 
FOR ANY DAMAGE SUSTAINED AS A RESULT OF SOFTWARE VIRUSES AND WOULD ADVISE THAT YOU CARRY 
OUT YOUR OWN VIRUS CHECKS BEFORE OPENING ANY ATTACHMENT. 
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