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PIPELINE SAFE T
ALERT NOTICE

To! Each owner or operator of a cas pipeline Facirity and Every
State Pipeline Safety Representative

subject :  cast  r ron pipe (supprernentary Alert  Not ice)

PulPose: To address concerns arising out of a recent accident.

Backgrouud: on oct,ober 11, j.99L, the Research and special
Prograrns Adrninistra.t,ion (RspA) issued a pipetine safety Alert
Notice alerting pipeline operators of the recently 

- 
issued

Recomruendation P-91-L2 by the National Transportation Safety
Board related to an August 1990 explosion and fire in Allentownl
Pennsyrvania, caused by a crack in a  -inch cast iron gas rnain.

That Alert Notice stated that RspA berieves that each gas
pipeline operat.or should have a prograrn to identify and. replice
those cast, iron piping systems that nay threaten puutic salety.
The Notice included inforrnation regarding rnaterial developeit 6y
!h. 9.r Piping Technorogy corunittee thaC was being sent by tha
Amerj.can Gas Association (AGA) to all pipeline 

- 
distribirt ion

operators with cast iron pipe to assisl thern in deveroping
procedures for. deter-mining the selrriceability of the cast iroi
pipe and to identify ,the cast iron segmerits that nay need
repracenent. rf .an operator has cast iton pipe and hls not
received the mater ia l ,  contact  e i ther Larry rngei j  (203-go4-g454)
or John Er ickson (703-941-8012) of  AGA 

- 
and request tha

information.

Notice: As stated in that Alert Notice, the regulations require
that -

(a) rf ? segment of pipelj.ne, incruding cast iron, is deternined
to be in unsatisfactory condition but no inrnediate hazard
exists,  the operator shal l  in i t iate a program to recondi t ion
or phase out the segment involved 

(over)
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(b) Cast iron pipe on which general graphitization is found to
a degree where a fracture night result, must be replaced.

(c) Cast iron pipe that is,-excavated must be protected against
damage

In addition to the above infotmation included in the
October 11, 1992, Alert Not,ice pipeline operators should know
that 5 192.613 requires that each operator have a procedure for
continuing surveii lance of its pipeline facil i t ies to identify
problens and take appropriate action concerning failures, leakage
history, corrosion, and other unusual operating and maintenance
conditiohs, This procedure should also include surrreil lance of
cast iron to identify problems and take appropriate action
concerning graphi t izat ion.

TJN 26 PM
Issued.  in  Washington,  D.  C.  on

,aMfu/
Associate Administra€or

for  P ipel ine Safety

U.S.Deoortrnenl
of Tronsportotion

Reseorch ond
SpeciolProgroms
Adminisfrotion

400 sevenrh st. .  s.w.
Washrngton. D C. 20590

Of l rc ra l  BuSrnesS
Penalty tor P,rvate Use S3C0

Postage and Fees Pard
Flesearch and Spectal
Programs
Aomrnrstralron
DOT 513




