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[bookmark: _Hlk105751829][bookmark: _Hlk67487370][bookmark: _Hlk17477910]U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION	Comment by St. Pierre, Gabrielle (PHMSA): Applicants should coordinate with PHMSA Environmental Analysis and Compliance Division (PHMSASpecialPermitEACD@dot.gov) and seek guidance on the content of the EA at the earliest possible stage in the process and prior to submitting their special permit application package. Failure to do so may result in substantial delays to application processing. Please do not submit a completed EA without first seeking guidance from PHMSA. 
PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Special Permit Information:
Docket Number:	PHMSA-XXXX-XXXX
Requested By:	Operator Name
Operator ID#:	XXXXX
Original Date Requested:	Month Day, 20XX
Issuance Date:	
Project Description
Insert project description.
Project Location AND Technical Specifications 
Project Limits
Insert description of project boundaries.
Site Description
Insert description of the project site.
[bookmark: _Hlk203415066]Technical Description
Insert technical description of the facilities subject to the special permit.
History and Date of Infrastructure Construction
Insert the history and dates of infrastructure construction.
Background AND Regulatory Requirements
Existing PHMSA Requirement
Insert the regulatory requirements the applicant is seeking to waive.
Special Permit Request
Cite the code the applicant requests waiver from and alternative action, if applicable.
Level of Existing Environmental Review
Provide summary of environmental review history of the pipeline facility.
PHMSA NEPA Review
Describe the environmental review being completed for this specific application for special permit.
Purpose and Need
Explain the purpose and need of the special permit request…
Alternative 1:  No Action Alternative
Describe the facility maintenance or construction and summarize the environmental impacts that would occur if the special permit is not granted.
Alternative 2:  Proposed Alternative
Describe the facility maintenance or construction and summarize the environmental impacts that would occur if the special permit is granted.
Overview of Special Permit Conditions
Ground Disturbance
Detail the ground disturbance that would occur as a result of the maintenance or construction that will occur if the special permit is granted.
Additional Testing Requirements and Other Conditions
Describe the activities the applicant proposes to complete if the requested waiver is granted which ensures an equal level of safety.
Land Use and Ownership
Current Use
Describe the current land use and access analysis process and any potential impacts to nearby land owners, recreation facilities, or access for human populations.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Describe the concluded impacts to nearby land owners, recreation facilities and how public access will be impacted.
Cultural Resources 
Cultural Resource Summary
Describe how cultural resource impacts were assessed and what resources were used to complete the analysis.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Summarize the determined impacts on the cultural resources.
Biology, Endangered Species, & Habitat
Biological Resource Summary
Describe how biological resource impacts were assessed and what resources were used to complete the analysis.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Summarize the determined impacts on the biological resources.
Air Quality
Air Quality Summary
Describe how air quality impacts were assessed and what resources were used to complete the analysis.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Summarize the determined impacts on air quality.
Hydrological Resources & Water Quality
Existing Hydrological Resources
Describe how hydrological resources which could be impacted by the project were determined and the process used to assess the potential impacts to those resources.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Summarize the determined impacts to hydrological resources. 
Discharge, Waste, and Hazmat
Summary of Pollutant Sources
Describe the project assessment for risks arising from hazardous waste or other hazardous materials and determination of applicable regulations.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Describe the determination of the pollutant sources assessment.
Geology, Topography, Climate, AND Hazards
Summary of Physical Science
Describe the project assessment for unique hazards related to the geology, topography and climate of the project area and ensure no impacts would occur to paleontological resources or mineral extraction.  Include a description of the project area geology and risk of natural disasters.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Describe the determination of the hazards assessment.
Ambience, Noise, AND Visual Environment
Current Environment
Describe the current environment in terms of ambience, noise and visual environment including hazardous noises and noise levels.  
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Describe the determined impacts of the project on the ambience, noise and visual environment surrounding the project site.
Demography, Health, & Safety
Current Environment
Describe the population in the immediate project area, nearby population density and emergency services and resources used to complete assessment.
Description of Impact, Concerns, or Mitigations 
Describe the determined impacts of the project on the demography, health, and safety of populations at or nearby the project site.
Findings
Required Environmental Mitigations
Describe the required actions to protect the surrounding environment from potential disturbances due to the project.
Anticipated Impacts After Mitigations
Describe the foreseen environmental impacts that will occur given the mitigations described above.
Conclusions
Describe the total predicted environmental impacts of the project considering all known information and what actions are proposed to be taken as mitigative actions.
Public Comment
Request for Public Comment
Statement explaining the special permit request and project information will be published to the public docket and posted on the Federal Register for public review and comment.  
Consultation and Coordination
List names, positions, and company names of people who were contributors to the draft environmental assessment.
Bibliography
List all sources in formal bibliography format that were used in the research conducted and described in the draft environmental assessment.
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