Environmental Scoping - Less Common Activities Special Permit
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	MM/DD/YYYY

	PROJECT Description 

	Briefly describe the type of special permit request (e.g. Class Location Change, Odorization, etc.), total mileage/area, and whether it is a new request, renewal, etc.

	PROJECT Location 

	Where is the project location or locations (Counties, State)



General Project Information
	
	DESCRIPTION

	Location/ Project Limits
	Provide a list of GPS points for beginning and end of each segment and SPIA (these will not be published, just used for reference). Put nearest town(s) or other major geographic reference(s) for each segment or work area as applicable here. 

	Land Ownership
	Summarize land ownership surrounding the ROW/Project Area & any areas potentially impacted (i.e., federal, private, city, etc.). Please put all that apply. Note any easement issues here.

	Project Area Overview (Facility or SPIA-level)
	Describe the aboveground setting of the special permit inspection area or other Project Area (i.e., landscape, topography, urban, suburban, exurban, rural, forest, agricultural, land use, habitat, infrastructure, houses etc.). Do not describe pipe specs here. Do not simply state that the pipeline is in a ROW.

	Primary Location Description (Work Site or SP Segment-level)
	Describe the aboveground setting of special permit segment(s) or any additional Project Areas (i.e., landscape, topography, urban, suburban, exurban, rural, forest, agricultural, land use, habitat, infrastructure, houses etc.). Provide as a table or attachment if there are numerous segments. Do not describe pipe specs here. Do not simply state that the pipeline is in a ROW.

	Dimensions of Project Area
	List dimensions of ROW or other Project Area, including width & depth of existing disturbance. 

	Dimensions of Trenching
	List dimensions of existing trenching or more discrete previously disturbed project area (if applicable), including average width & depth of existing disturbance. Estimate if not known. Note: this is the trench or disturbance in which the existing infrastructure currently sits.

	Existing Disturbance
	Is the existing level of disturbance for the overall project area and any more discrete focus areas documented or estimated? Note: this is the trench or disturbance in which the existing infrastructure currently sits.

	ROW/Project Area Maintenance
	How often is the ROW or other project area currently mowed, cleared, tree-trimmed, or otherwise maintained in the project area? What type of maintenance is done? If the ROW/Project Area is not maintained as a cleared, grassy area, describe its appearance aboveground.

	History
	When was the infrastructure constructed? Was it acquired from someone else? If so, when? Note date(s) relevant pipeline or infrastructure has had major alterations (i.e., major repairs, replacement etc.) Provide as table attachment if multiple segments with different dates are present.

	Access
	How/where is the pipeline or project site accessed in these locations (e.g., public road, ROW, private roads, off-road)?

	Crossings
	Does the ROW or project area cross railroad, road, waterways, run beneath pavement, or through any other areas that may cause delay or require coordination if any remediation/ground disturbance is required in the area?  Briefly describe.

	Population
	What is the population along the existing special permit segment(s) or project area? For the total inspection area, if applicable? Provide as table if necessary.

	FERC Certificate # or Environmental Permitting
	Provide any FERC certificate number related to the creation of the infrastructure in question. If your project infrastructure was not created with FERC oversight, please provide any similar docket number from Federal agency providing original oversight; alternately describe any existing state environmental permits or review.



Part 1 Instructions: 
1) Use this area only for unique or uncommon disturbances for a Class Location Change; or special permit activities other than Class Location Changes. 
2) Please objectively describe extent of activities where applicable. No evaluation of their impact is required.
3) Only list activities changed or triggered by the special permit. Do not describe maintenance activities that result from following the regulations as usual. 
4) If answer is unknown, please state in your response.
	PART 1: Less Common/Alternate Special Permit Requirements

	Background questions
(Where applicable, please estimate location, extent, dimensions, duration and frequency for each instance. If answer is unknown, or activity is not applicable, please state in comments)

	1. Ground disturbance, including grading, blasting, proof-rolling/compaction, digging, trenching, drilling, boring, introducing soil for fill, and/or installation of silt fences, signage, markers etc. 

	2. Building or structure alteration or construction, including demolition, expansion, alteration, repairs, and installations (e.g. meters). 

	3. Pipeline/infrastructure repair or rerouting. 

	4. Installations/additions to pipelines or other infrastructure (e.g., bringing pipe above ground, valves). 

	5. New staging needs, including temporary structures. Will these take place anywhere other than roads, compacted areas, gravel areas, or geotextile mesh?

	6. Any new or increased vegetation control measures, including mowing, burning, trimming, grading, stump clearance, herbicide use, replanting, or creation/introduction of green waste/mulch. 

	7. Any new pesticide use.

	8. Any other new or increased emission sources including blowdown, vehicular, power tools, and fugitive dust.

	9. Any impacts including route obstructions/delays, service interruptions, temporary visual impacts, erection of scaffolding/barriers, and noise. 

	10. Any off-road vehicle use, including ATVs, trucks, construction equipment, boats, and planes.

	11. Any potential for generation of wastewater, runoff, siltation, operation of machinery/tools in/near water sources or wetlands, or other discharge into water sources.

	12. Any potential for HAZMAT release including transport and fuel spills.

	13. Any other permanent visual impacts.

	14. If a new or alternate (to regulations) technology, methodology, storage system, or other type of infrastructure will be used, please explain any known environmental or safety risks associated with the technology/method/infrastructure prior to the implementation of any special permit conditions.  Please also explain any benefits of the new technology/method/infrastructure.

	15. If applicable, list any substances which the infrastructure in question will be used to transport, store, or process (e.g., type of HL)



Part 2 Instructions: 
1) Fill out the following for the No Action Alternative (pipe replacement/construction). 
2) If your permit compares two alternatives with substantial construction, repair, or other ground disturbance requirements, please fill out two versions of Part 2: one for your Preferred Alternative, and one for the No Action. Please relabel header to clarify which is which. 
3) Please objectively describe extent of activities where applicable. No evaluation of impact is required.
4) Unknown factors such as crew sizes or tools should be very roughly estimated based on past or “typical” projects, or likely outcomes.  
	PART 2: Pipe Replacement/No Action Alternative

	Please describe the following for the no Action Alternative

	1. Estimated duration of construction
2. Estimated length, width, and depth of ground disturbance
3. Methods used (e.g., open trenching)
4. Tools/machinery used: types and estimated number
5. Will any pipeline be rerouted and/or offset?
6. Will any existing pipeline be removed, or capped and abandoned?
7. Anticipated road closures, reroutes, traffic in civilian areas, or other delays
8. Estimated crew size
9. Estimated service interruptions
10. Access needs
11. Staging requirements & location
12. Any new permanent visual changes
13. Any temporary visual changes
14. Any ground disturbance other than the ROW or primary Project Area (e.g., new access, off-road vehicles)
15. Any noise changes including blowdown, tools, machinery, vehicles and other sources
16. Is blowdown or hydrostatic testing required? If so, will this occur only once?
17. Extent & type of any vegetation clearance 
18. Would any pipe diameter or the size of any piece of existing equipment (e.g., larger tanks) change if replaced?



Part 3 Instructions: 
1) Assume responses apply to the entire special permit inspection area or total Project Area for non-Class Location Change projects, as applicable. 
2) Please note some questions in this section pertain to ongoing maintenance activities, even those required by the Regs.
3) If you are not able to accurately answer the question or do not know whether requested impacts/results may occur, put “Unknown” or “Impacts Unknown”. Provide an explanation if relevant.
4) If needed, supply data in table as an Attachment, or provide links or supplemental data as Attachments (e.g., mitigation plans). Respond “Supplied as Table” or “Supplied as Attachment”
	PART 3: Project Area Description & General Operations

	1. Please list or describe any relevant State, County, local, or other area-specific environmental laws, ordinances, and permitting requirements you are currently operating under, or will secure in the project location for:
a) Air quality? (e.g., State Implementation Plan)
b) Water quality (e.g., dredging, wetlands, floodplains, coastal zone)?
c) Noise?
d) Historic preservation?
e) Protection of wildlife/natural environment?
f) Chemicals/pesticides/hazmat?
g) Land use or crossings (e.g., federally managed land, city permits)?
h) Other?

	2. Please list and briefly describe any mitigation measures including avoidance, you currently use during maintenance or would expect to use during construction, blowdown, repair or other disturbance. activity in either alternative:
a) GHG recapture during blowdown?
b) Green waste plans?
c) Silt fencing and/or erosion control?
d) Dust prevention?
e) Vehicle cleaning protocol?
f) Spill plan?
g) Wastewater/SWP plan?
h) Revegetation/restoration requirement?
i) Avoidance/periodic-survey of endangered species?
j) Seasonal avoidance of nesting birds?
k) Limitations on night work?
l) Archaeological inadvertent discovery plan?
m) Traffic control plan?
n) Other?

	3. If relevant to project, estimate/quantify emissions released during blowdown. Give an average volume/duration, or description of a “typical” blowdown including any recapture for an area like the one in question.

	4. If relevant to project, estimate leakage rates from existing pipe/infrastructure vs leakage rates from pipe/infrastructure replacement. 

	5. Please describe the topography and elevation range of the project location, noting any issues with access or hazards. Will any topographic changes occur as a result of either alternative? 
*Note that a topographic change constitutes activities that may permanently change the landscape like blasting, leveling, filling, permanent water diversion, and creation of artificial embankments or mounds. It does not include minor ground disturbance like excavating and refilling trenches, or building a foundation.

	6. Please give a brief, general description the soils and geology of the project area.

	7. What is the average distance of fire, EMS, and hospitals? What area is the greatest distance from emergency services?  Briefly describe any public notification or emergency response process.

	8. What is the estimated depth of the water table in the vicinity? (https://cida.usgs.gov/ngwmn/index.jsp)

	9. Will any activities in either alternative take place at night?

	10. Are any activities seasonal or weather-dependent?

	11. Are there any hazards in the area (extreme weather, seismic activity, soil collapse, etc.) that might increase the risk of rupture, release, or other incident? If yes, please describe.

	12. Does either alternative involve creation of any new access? If yes, explain.

	13. Does either alternative involve land acquisition, transfer, or conversion of use? If yes, explain.

	14. Could work occur in waterways considering special permit conditions, remediations under the special permit, or construction under the no action alternative? Explain.



Part 4 Instructions: 
1) Identify the following within about a quarter mile of the Project Area OR as far in all directions as any relevant incident radius under the regulations extends from the Project Area boundaries (e.g., PIR, release area), whichever is greater. Please specify the distance used.
2) Assume that if the ROW/Project area crosses or abuts the areas listed below, the answer is “Yes”
3) If presence is Unknown, and cannot be easily identified, please state “Unknown” in the comments rather than guess. This will not impact your application.
4) Provide lists or details as tables in Attachments section. Provide additional maps if helpful or descriptive. State in comments that a table, map, or other attachment has been added.
	PART 4: Identified Sites, Resources, & Sensitive Areas

	Do the project area, any inspection segment(s) and PIR include any of the following:
(If the ROW is adjacent to/goes through any of these, the answer is Yes)
	Y/N
	Comments 
(If presence is unknown, please state in comments; If present, please list, and provide references; use tables if necessary)

	Habitation area 
	
	

	Schools, places of worship, hospitals, cemeteries, emergency services, assisted living, institutions, places where people gather, or other sensitive public/civic spaces (Identified Sites)
	
	

	Prime or unique agricultural land (FPPA)
	
	

	Publicly owned Parks, Wildlife/Waterfowl Area, Recreation Area, or Historic Sites (under 4f)
	
	

	Designated Wilderness 
	
	

	Designated Tribal Land
	
	

	Federally managed land (e.g., National Forest, Wildlife Refuge, National Park, Military Base)
	
	

	State-managed land
	
	

	Wild and Scenic River
	
	

	Coastal Management Zone (Coastal Management Zone Act)
	
	

	Floodplains/wetlands (Clean Water Act)
	
	

	Sole source aquifer (Safe Drinking Water Act)
	
	

	Streams, lakes, or other bodies of water (Clean Water Act)
	
	

	Reservoir(s) (Clean Water Act)
	
	

	Fish hatcheries
	
	

	Fisheries
	
	

	NRHP-eligible properties (Sec 106)
	
	

	Historic Districts (Sec 106)
	
	

	Traditional Cultural Properties (Sec 106)
	
	

	Paleontological or Exploitable Mineral Resources (PRPA, RCRA)
	
	

	Critical Habitat (Endangered Species Act)
	
	

	Endangered or Threatened Species (Endangered Species Act)
	
	

	Birds of Conservation Concern (MBPA)
	
	

	State-listed resources (water, biological, cultural, etc.)
	
	

	Nonattainment area (Clean Air Act)
	
	

	Maintenance area (Clean Air Act)
	
	

	Unusually Sensitive Areas (USAs) (49 CFR 195.6)
	
	

	High Consequence Areas (HCAs)
	
	

	Superfund sites or sources of solid waste (CERCLA/RCRA)
	
	



Part 5 Instructions: 
1) Please identify whether any of the following documents have been previously completed, or will be completed, either as part of a previous FERC environmental document, or as part of your own safety, permitting, or environmental compliance policy/procedures.
2)  If Unknown, and not easily identifiable, please state “Unknown” in the comments rather than guess. This will not impact your application.
3) Please provide any relevant documents as Attachment, link, or provide a brief summary of research and outcome.
	PART 5: Existing Studies/Records

	Do any of the following records exist for the project/ relevant area?
	Y/N
	Outcome/Finding, Dates, & Citation
(If unknown, please state.)

	Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Assessment?
	
	

	Archaeological survey/testing and/or mitigation?
	
	

	Historical Building inventory survey?
	
	

	Historical American Building Survey (HABS)/Historical American Engineering Record (HAER)?
	
	

	Traditional Cultural Property survey?
	
	

	State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and/or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) consultation?
	
	

	Baseline environmental survey?
	
	

	Fish & Wildlife consultation/biological assessment? 
	
	

	Endangered species permit?
	
	

	Habitat conservation plan?
	
	

	Floodplains/wetlands assessment?
	
	

	404 Permit (CWA)?
	
	

	NDPES Permit (CWA)?
	
	

	Natural Resource Damage Assessment?
	
	

	General Conformity Analysis? (SIP)
	
	

	Noise study?
	
	

	Please supply relevant report/documentation as an attachment, or provide a link if possible.





