
26-0073

Jacobson

From: richardastrust.com <richardastrust@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Jun 2, 2026 at 2:27 PM
Subject: DOT cylinder in small cans
To: snap@epa.gov <snap@epa.gov>, infocntr@dot.gov <infocntr@dot.gov>
Cc: Joerg Blachutzik <joerg.blachutzik@gmx.de>, maruyama.emily@epa.gov <maruyama.emily@epa.gov>, Andy Tujios 
<tujios@aol.com>, Pam Waterterman <watermanpj28@gmail.com>

To whom it may concern at the DOT.

Attached you will find a letter of what type of cylinder the DOT allowed my pure hydrocarbon blend refrigerant to be 
packaged.
EPA Stratosphere O Zone Division (Cindy Newburg/Monica Shimamura) told me that my product, packaged in small 
cylinders, is not acceptable even though many hydrocarbons are sold in small cans (eg propane, isobutane and even 
butane).

I need to blend and package my product R441A and R443A in small cans to be exported but will need to cross state lines 
to get to the pier at Houston to be shipped out of the country. EPA told me EPA Enforcement can confiscate the container 
because it is not filled in the proper containers (even with a DOT letter) and it also being in small cans. Plus, I need to 
acquire a special permit since I will be crossing state lines to allow my product to be delivered to the pier at Houston.

Would you be so kind as to tell me the proper cylinder that I can use and what permits I need to obtain to get my 
refrigerants which will be made in America to the pier for export? If the U S EPA Stratosphere O Zone Division supersedes 
the DOT, then I know
this manufacturing in America cannot be done.

Thank you, Richard,

Richard Maruya
phone,cell, text 808 5614688  
fax 808 4653830 
e mail richard@astrust.com or richardastrust@yahoo.com
web site HCR188C    www.hcr188c.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE This e-mail may contain confidential or privileged information, if you are not the intended 
recipient, or the person responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, then please notify us by return e-
mail immediately. Should you have received this e-mail in error then you should not copy this for any purpose nor disclose 
its contents to any other person.
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Fwd: R441A and R443A in small cans
INFOCNTR (PHMSA) <infocntr.infocntr@dot.gov> Mon, Jun 8, 2026 at 4:15 PM
To: Hazmat Interps <hazmatinterps@dot.gov>

Please see below request for letter of interpetation.

Thanks,
Jonathon, HMIC

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: richardastrust.com <richardastrust@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 5, 2026 at 1:59 AM
Subject: R441A and R443A in small cans
To: snap@epa.gov <snap@epa.gov>, maruyama.emily@epa.gov <maruyama.emily@epa.gov>
Cc: Joerg Blachutzik <joerg.blachutzik@gmx.de>, Andy Tujios <tujios@aol.com>, Pam Waterterman
<watermanpj28@gmail.com>, infocntr@dot.gov <infocntr@dot.gov>

To whom it may concern

Since only R441A and R443A are the only two pure hydrocarbon blends environmentally safe. PFAS free, nontoxic,
American Born refrigerants not allowed by the U S EPA Stratosphere O Zone Division to be packaged in small cans. and
can be confiscated by EPA enforcement because the crossing or county state lines is illegal as told to me by Cindy
Newburg I would like to know what is the legal type of cylinder and procedure R441A and R443A can be manufactured
and packaged in America which allow both R441A and R443A access from the manufacture to the port destination to be
exported .

Please advise on the DOT type smallest cylinder or UN number the two refrigerants R441A and R443A can be packaged
and the 
type of permit required for transportation to the nearest port for export. This is important because I do not need a
container of these two refrigerants made in America be confiscated for illegal size containers and non-permit of crossing a
state/county line to a port for export.

Please provide the information needed because seems like EPA Stratosphere O Zone Division over rides any DOT ruling.

Thank you, Richard,

Richard Maruya
phone,cell, text 808 5614688  
fax 808 4653830 
e mail richard@astrust.com or richardastrust@yahoo.com
web site HCR188C    www.hcr188c.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE This e-mail may contain confidential or privileged information, if you are not the intended
recipient, or the person responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, then please notify us by return e-
mail immediately. Should you have received this e-mail in error then you should not copy this for any purpose nor disclose
its contents to any other person.
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U.S. Department 
of Transportation 

Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety 
Administration 

Mr. Richard Maruya 

President 

A.S. Trust & Holdings 

44-129 Mikiola Drive

Kaneohe, HI 967 44

Reference No. 15-0231 

Dear Mr. Matuya: 

MAY 232016 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

This is in response to your November 24, 2015 email requesting clarification of the Hazardous 

Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180) applicable to the packaging requirements 

for HCRl 88C/R441A and HCR188C/R443A refrigerant gases. As previously stated in a letter 

of interpretation, Ref. No. 14-0169 (see Attachment 1), you plan to ship the refrigerants as 

"UN1965, Hydrocarbon gas mixture, liquefied, n.o.s., Division 2.1." We have summarized and 

answered your questions below. 

Q 1. Can a DOT 39-400 cylinder be used for these HCRl 88C refrigerants? 

Al . The answer is yes .. In accordance with 49 CFR 173.304, HCR188C/ R441A and 

HCR188C/R443A may be packaged in specification DOT 39 cylinders with a service pressure 

of 400 p.s.i. provided all of the applicable requirements of the HMR are met, including, but not 

limited to, filling limits prescribed in§§ 173.304 and 173.304a. As stated in the letter of 

interpretation, Ref. No. 14-0169, § 173.304(b) states the liquid portion of a liquefied gas may 

not completely fill the packaging at any temperature up to and including 55 °C (131 °F). In 

addition, the filling density for any cylinder containing these materials can be determined by 

calculating the percent ratio of the weight of the gas in the packaging to the weight of the water 

the container will hold at 16 °C (60 °F). See ''Note l "  of§ 173.304a(a)(2). 

As stated in a previous interpretation letter, Ref. No. 15-0022 (see Attachment 2), the Pipeline 

and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) does not believe it is a safe practice 

to ship liquefied :flammable gases in a DOT 39 cylinder exceeding 75 cubic inches. Prior to 

2002, § 173.304(a)(3) "Note 9" appeared in the HMR and limited liquefied :flammable gases in 

DOT 39 cylinders to a size of 75 cubic inches. In an October 20, 1998 (HM-220D) [63 FR 

58460] Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), PHMSA proposed to limit all liquefied 
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