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March 27, 2026 

Mike Reed 
MP Environmental Services, Inc. 
3400 Manor Street 
Bakersfield, CA  93308 

Reference No. 25-0045 

Dear Mr. Reed: 

This letter is in response to your April 11, 2025 email requesting clarification of the Hazardous 
Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180) applicable to cargo tank certification plates 
in reserved § 178.340-10. 

We have paraphrased and answered your questions as follows: 

Q1. Is it permissible under § 178.340-10 to leave the loading limits section empty or listed as 
“none” on the cargo tank certification plate? 

A1. No. Section 178.340-10(b)(1) requires loading limits be listed on the cargo tank 
certification plate. Determining the loading limits is part of certification required in 
178.340-10(b). 

Q2. Is it permissible under § 178.340-10(b)(1) to provide the loading limit requirements in 
inches of mercury (inHg) instead of gallons per minute (gpm) or pounds per square inch 
gauge (psig)? 

A2. No. The requirements in § 178.340-10(b)(1) specify that the loading limit be expressed in 
gpm, psig, or both. It is the opinion of this Office that listing the pressure in inches of 
mercury (Hg) does not meet the intent of § 178.340-10(b)(1).  

I hope this information is helpful. Please contact us if we can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely,  

Alexander Wolcott 
Acting Chief, Regulatory Review and Reinvention Branch 
Standards and Rulemaking Division 
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Jones, Jessie Jane (PHMSA)

From: INFOCNTR (PHMSA)
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2025 12:42 PM
To: Dodd, Alice (PHMSA)
Cc: Hazmat Interps; Baker, Yul (PHMSA)
Subject: FW: Cargo Tank Interpretation 
Attachments: Arizona inspection 11_26_24-dataQ.pdf; Arizona inspection 11_26_24.pdf; ARIZONA 

INSPECTION-11.26.24-1.pdf; Arizona Inspection -11-24-24.jpg; 20151107_124601.jpg

Hi Alice, 

Please see the below interpretation request. Let us know if you need anything. 

Sincerely, 
Janaye 

From: Mike Reed <mwreed@mpenviro.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2025 12:02 PM 
To: INFOCNTR (PHMSA) <INFOCNTR.INFOCNTR@dot.gov> 
Subject: Cargo Tank Interpretation  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links 
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Good Morning, 

I have a request for an interpretation on a cargo tank issue, our driver was given this violation concerning 178.340-10 
loading limits. The spec plate on the tank does not have a G.P.M or P.S.I.G markings filled in but does have inches in 
Mercury box filled in because it is a vacuum loaded tank  (picture included). 
I contacted the manufacturer and spoke to an engineer and he stated they did not have any interpretation or letter from 
RSPA concerning this issue. I would like to get a ruling on this, since this is a Vacuum loaded tank. I have another Vacuum 
loaded tank which also has the G.P.M or P.S.I.G  with none listed in those areas (picture included) and no HG markings. Is 
this illegal also?  Thank-you for your time. 

Mike Reed 
MP Environmental Services, Inc. 
3400 Manor Street 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
Phone 661-393-1088  
Cell 661-319-4799 
Fax 661-393-0508 

You don't often get email from mwreed@mpenviro.com. Learn why this is important 

Jacobson

25-0045
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