
PORT OF TEXAS CITY 

TEXAS CITY TERMINAL RAILWAY COMPANY 

Mr. Shane Kelley 
Director, Standards and Rulemaking Division 
U.S. DOT /PHMSA (PHH-1 0) 
1 200 New Jersey Avenue, SE East Building, 2nd Floor 
Washing ton, DC 20590 

RE: REQEUST FOR FORMAL LETTER OF INTERPRETATION 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 

This letter is a request for a Formal Letter of Interpretation to the train placement requirement for 
the movement of hazmat cars to customers of the Texas City Terminal Railway Company (TCTRR). 

Factual description of movement: 

The TCTRR is a terminal switching railroad consisting of other than main track operation tracks 
(FRA GCOR 6.28) that are 10 MPH maximum speed that does not handle trains as defined in 
HMG-1 23. We provide switching services to our chemical industry partners with primarily 
petroleum products shipments. Our industry partners are located on leased property owned 
by the Port of Texas City -Texas City Terminal Railway Company. We switch cars between 
the TCTRR terminal and our industry partners that restrict movements to cars destined to and 
from their facilities only.· Most of the products handled are ethanol, diesel fuel, and gasoline. 
We do not handle any explosive or TIH/PIH cars but do handle corrosive, flammable, and 
combustible cars. The only non-hazmat cars that are handled in our facility are the buffer 
cars that come to us with the unit ethanol trains. 

TCTRR believes that by the definition shown in HMG-1 23, our operation should be classified as a 
switching operation only. We further believe that the restriction for car placement found in our 
switching instructions is sufficient for the movements being made in our terminal to be defined as 
"switching operations". We use the Union Pacific Railroad form 8620 as our instructions to our 
crews. We give our crews hazmat paperwork as part of our normal process, and we keep the 
current Emergency Response Guidebook on all locomotives. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. Please contact me at 409-739-0231 or 
tbrown@tctrr.com with any questions. 

Respectfully, 

�---� 
TK Brown 
Director of Rail Operations 

PORT OF TEXAS CITY 
Established 1893 

2425 SH 146 North 

Texas City, Texas 77590 

Phone 409-945-4461 

Fax 409-945-8479 

Cardez, E.
25-0097
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K.ey 'Words: Definition oh. Httaln1
' that describes when the hazardotis materials: regulations• 

i:l• • ply .,. . 
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A.p11roved: Thomas I. He1tnta11n

Director.;. Office of Teclmical Oversight ·•• · . •. ,,

Smnmary; 

'Ibis Hazardous Materials Gttidance doc1.im,mt provides guidance on the a:pplicittion.. ofthe 
te.m1 ''train'' as defined in. the Federal hazardous materials ttanspottaticm sa:foty regulations 
fHMR) at Title 49 Cod.e of Fede.ral Regulations '(CFR) § 171.8, The tem:i is televat1t to 
,i¢termining tvhen the HMR's train placement and hazard communication.requirements· 
apply. Sec 49 CFR § 174.85 and. 49 CFR J)a1t 172., Subparts C-G. 

Discussion: 

Tfre operation of a ��train"' transporting hazardous materials. requires the ptoper placeme11t withii1 
the train of all cats c�nyi:ng hazardous materi:als.. Additfrma.Uy, the traln crew .ttmst have 
.documentation fot the ha:zardom, matcri.t.1ls cars that m�ets th,e requirements of the HMR. See 49 
GF.R §:§ 174.85 {train placem�n.t r.equirenJ.ents.) and l 74.26 {no.:tice to train cr�w requirements). 

The HMR defines. �'tnii.tf' as; 
one 01· more engi:tleB couJ>led with one o:r more rail cars.}. except during switching 
operations or w:here the operation is that of classifying and assembling rail cars 
\iVithin a railroad yard for the purpos� of making or ·breaking up trains* 

Given this definition_,. �'switching operationsn must mean s.0111.ething ditiere.nt from J.;clas:sifyin.g 
and asse:m.blin:g cars for the purpose of making or breaking ttp trains/' .other.wise the tkfinition is 
red:undant '�Switching; service,'; ac-ccJrding to a c:o.tnm<.m railroad ciictiona:ry.1, �·consists of 
m.ovin,g cars fro:n'l ·one· track to another track or to: different positions (Jn the s�me track. It
h1cludes. the mt)Yil'.Ig of.cars in the 1m.tk;e ... up and bteak ... up of trains;ttlso� 1'.tl'Ovfog �ijt:S Q,n
industrial switcJ1i11g tracks or interchange tracks, and the ge:t1eral movem:ent of cars. with.in
terminals or at Junctions.n The Supreme Court2 has described switching operatiot1s as ¢isorting,
or ·seJ.ectln.g, or classifying.



cars invQl.v.ing. co-up.Ung -and uncoupling, and the n1ovem.ent of one or a few at a tjme over short
d•• · ,.,� I· f" ll · h · • .h.. · ' · · ·1 · · d ·· -· .• _ 

·a· ·ct· d rn.tances .. • t: :o. o,vs t _· at swttc .-ing ope:rat10ns are· ra1 roa ·. operatn)ns 1n yar· .s, SJ· mgs,. an·_ 
industries where the air brake rules do not apply. 

• 

.In a .letter to Southern Pacific dated �-1arch 3, 1980, PRA e.x�plained the term 1.'/itrain�� as it related 
to FRA's air brake tegulati:onti: 

A train co:hs:ists of one or more locomotives coupled to one or more cars: except 
during operations J.1ivolving switching. Although the Hnes ate ttQt .always 
clearly drawn, w�hcre there is a movement of a c,msi.derable number of cars fi.1r 
more than onp mile, without .any setting out or picking. up cars enrqt1te, that 
movetnent h1volvcs. a. train rather than. a locontt)tive performing sw:itcbhig. 
Other factors that indicate a train ate tr�11sfers betwee.tt yards tn1d cross'blg of 
_publfo .highways or t)the:r-raifroad tracks .at grade. Move.1nents 011 mainline track 
and use of-road. crews and l�con1otive.s. are. not essent'ial thr a train. 

To su111rnarize.� if the: :air brake rnles apply to a 11;1oveiu.extt; it is a.train and the t:tain placeme.,n:t 
and hazardous materials do.ct1mentati<.111 rules apply3 . It1 addition, bec,tn1se b1ter.c.ba11ge 
operations involve 'th� trl,l,nsfer of custody/responsibility with the cars, transfer .tnovements, 
regar(Jlcss ofthe applicability of the air brake n:des, ate not consider�d switching. 

1Raih+1tiy:.Age •s Ccih1prehe:nsiv.e. Railroac:i Dictfr;nary, _p. 143,, Sin1mons .. Boar.drnan
Publishing Company,, ©1984. •• • 

2Un:itetIState.s t\ Seabocfr:ti Ait Lh1e Ra.ilrm:1d Co. J61 US 78� 81 ( 19�9)..

3 Ope.rat:io11s 11l1t cove:t.ed by the ait brake rules are 11011ethefoss covered by the requirements :Ihr
emerge:11:cr response .information: 49 f$R §§ l 72.60:0 through T72�604-. • 


