
PHMSA NGDISM 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT APP 

USER GUIDE 
This user guide is intended to assist PHMSA’s provisional grantees to use 

the PowerApps platform to complete the Tier 2 Site Specific 
Environmental Assessment (SSEA). 

Version 2.0      
Released June 21, 2024 



CONTENTS 
1 Purpose of the app ......................................................................................................................................................... 1 

2 Project Details ................................................................................................................................................................. 2 

2.1 Project Description/Proposed Action Notes............................................................................................. 2 

3 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases (GHG) ............................................................................................................ 3 

4 Water Resources ............................................................................................................................................................ 4 

5 Groundwater and Hazardous Materials/Waste ................................................................................................ 5 

6 Biological Resources ..................................................................................................................................................... 6 

7 Cultural Resources ........................................................................................................................................................ 7 

8 Section 4(f) ....................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

8.1 Section 4(f) Notes ................................................................................................................................................. 8 

9 Land Use and Transportation ................................................................................................................................... 9 

10 Noise and Vibration ................................................................................................................................................ 10 

11 Environmental Justice ........................................................................................................................................... 11 

12 Safety ............................................................................................................................................................................ 12 

13 Release Form ............................................................................................................................................................ 13 

14 Timeline Feature ..................................................................................................................................................... 14 

14.1 Timeline Notes .................................................................................................................................................... 15 

15 Workflow .................................................................................................................................................................... 16 

 

 



1 

1 PURPOSE OF THE APP 
The purpose of the PHMSA BIL Environmental Assessment App is to allow provisionally selected 
grantees to submit their environmental analysis The app also facilitates communication between 
PHMSA and the grantee in the completion of the SSEA. 

The PHMSA BIL Environmental Assessment App is available at the following URL:  
TO BE PROVIDED AFTER WEBINAR.

Upon clicking the link, you will see a table like the one below. Double click the row to continue. 

https://org2d92a513.crm9.dynamics.com/main.aspx?appid=3326dd0f-782d-ef11-840a-001dd8039017
https://org2d92a513.crm9.dynamics.com/main.aspx?appid=3326dd0f-782d-ef11-840a-001dd8039017
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2 PROJECT DETAILS 
The environmental assessment form should open. Navigate to the “Project Details” tab. Several 
questions appear on this screen. You may begin editing the form. When you have finished editing, 
click save. Click another tab to proceed. 

 

2.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION/PROPOSED ACTION NOTES 
• Project Description/Proposed Action should include a description of all provisionally 

awarded projects. 
• Submitting attachments: See the Timeline Feature section of this user guide for instructions. 
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3 AIR QUALITY AND GREENHOUSE GASES (GHG) 
Navigate to the “Air Quality” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin editing the 
form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 
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4 WATER RESOURCES 
Navigate to the “Water Resources” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin 
editing the form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 
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5 GROUNDWATER AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS/WASTE 
Navigate to the “Groundwater & HazMat/Waste” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You 
may begin editing the form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to 
proceed. 
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6 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Navigate to the “Biological Resources” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin 
editing the form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 
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7 CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Navigate to the “Cultural Resources” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin 
editing the form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 
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8 SECTION 4(F) 
Navigate to the “Section 4(f)” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin editing 
the form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 

 

8.1 SECTION 4(F) NOTES 
• To submit an attachment (e.g., a list of properties), please post a note using the timeline 

feature. Please see the Timeline Feature section of this user guide for instructions. 
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9 LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION 
Navigate to the “Land Use & Transportation” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may 
begin editing the form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 

 

 



10 

10 NOISE AND VIBRATION 
Navigate to the “Noise & Vibration” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin 
editing the form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 
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11 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
Navigate to the “EJ” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin editing the form. 
When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 
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12 SAFETY 
Navigate to the “Safety” tab. Several questions appear on this screen. You may begin editing the 
form. When you have finished editing, click save. Click another tab to proceed. 
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13 RELEASE FORM 
When your form has been completed, you are ready to submit it for review. Click “Submit NEPA Info 
for Agency Review” at the top of the screen. 

 

When you are ready to release the form for review, click “Run Flow”. 
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14 TIMELINE FEATURE 
The app features a robust timeline feature, which helps facilitate communication between the 
project proponent and the agency. 

To access the timeline, navigate to the tab named “Timeline”. 

 

To create a new note on the timeline, select “Enter a note…”. 

 

You may also attach files by clicking the paperclip icon and selecting the desired file from your 
computer. 
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When you are ready to post the note to the timeline, click “Add Note” at the bottom of the screen. 

 

14.1 TIMELINE NOTES 
• The timeline feature should be used to post any required documents (e.g., project maps, 

agency consultation documents, etc.). 
• You are encouraged to post a note stating which part(s) of the form are ready for 

review/feedback in advance of submitting the completed form. 
• Similarly, you may post a note to the timeline stating which section(s) need technical 

assistance. 
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15 WORKFLOW 
The project proponent drafts the form. Project proponents may complete some sections of the form 
prior to submitting the completed form for review. 

• To improve efficiency, you may post a note if a section is ready for review prior to 
submitting the full form for review. 

• Similarly, you may post a note to request technical assistance prior to submitting the form 
for review. 

 
When the SSEA is submitted, Volpe will be notified and conduct a review. 

• If rejected, the provisional grantee must correct the error(s) and re-submit the form. 
• If approved, the Office of Planning and Analytics (OPA) will receive a notification. 

 
OPA will conduct the second review. 

• If rejected, the form is returned to Volpe and the previous step repeats itself. 
• If approved, the BIL grant program office receives a notification that the form is approved. 

The program office will contact you about next steps. Next steps include the agency 
conducting a security review, posting the form for public comment, drafting a FONSI, and 
executing the grant award. 
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