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Washington, DC  20590  
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Materials Safety  
Administration 

April 2, 2025 

Eric Breeze 
Manager of Project Management 
Chemring Energetic Devices, Inc. 
2525 Curtiss Street 
Downers Grove, IL  60515 

Reference No. 24-0095 

Dear Mr. Breeze: 

This letter is in response to your October 16, 2024 phone call and subsequent email requesting 
clarification of the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180) applicable 
to explosives packaging requirements—specifically—packaging prescribed under an EX-
approval.  For an approved explosive, you ask whether adding desiccant bags and humidity 
indicator cards to the interior of the sealed plastic bag (i.e., the inner packaging) affects the 
classification of the explosive article and whether it needs to be explicitly stated in a packaging 
note. 

No.  A new explosive is an explosive produced by a person who has not previously produced 
that explosive or has made a change in the formulation, design, or process to alter any of the 
properties of the explosive—see § 173.56(a).  It is the opinion of this Office that including 
desiccant bags and/or humidity indicator cards in the packaging with the article are methods by 
which a manufacturer can ensure quality control of their products, and do not affect 
classification of the article provided that their placement does not interfere with any mitigating 
features of prescribed packaging.  Therefore, adding them to a packaging used for transport does 
not necessitate modifying the packaging note of the existing approval to include reference to use 
of desiccant bags or humidity indicator cards. 

I hope this information is helpful. Please contact us if we can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely,  

Dirk Der Kinderen 
Chief, Standards Development Branch 
Standards and Rulemaking Division 
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Hello Alice,

Please see the below interpretation request. Let us know if you need anything.

Sincerely,
Janaye

From: Eric Breeze <ebreeze@CED.US.COM> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 4:08 PM
To: INFOCNTR (PHMSA) <INFOCNTR.INFOCNTR@dot.gov>
Subject: Interpretation Request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do
not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

To Whom this may concern,

This attached hazard classification calls out the packaging in the Notes section. My customer has
requested that we add desiccant and humidity indicator cards to the packaging, both of which are
fully inert packing supplies.

Jonathan from hazmat info center stated that this addition would not have an impact on the hazard
class like I expected. He did state that if I wanted a formal answer, to request a letter of
interpretation which I would like to proceed with.

Therefore can you please confirm adding these inert supplies to the packaging would not invalidate
the shipping classification? I have not accepted my customers request until I confirm I would still be
able to ship per EX2018022134. The box size and QTY would stay the same. There is empty space
available to add desiccant and humidity indicator card.

Your assistance on this issue is greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance.

Eric Breeze
Manager of Project Management
Chemring Energetic Devices, Inc.
2525 Curtiss Street | Downers Grove, IL 60515
D: (630) 981-8388 | C: (331) 201-7445
E: ebreeze@ced.us.com
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CLASSIFICATION OF EXPLOSIVES 


SECOND REVISION 
 


Based upon a request by Chemring Energetic Devices (CED), 2525 Curtiss Street, 


Downers Grove, IL 60515, US, the following items are classed in accordance with 


Section 173.56, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (49 CFR). A copy of your 


application, all supporting documentation and a copy of this approval must be retained 


and made available to DOT upon request. 


 


An EX approval is non-transferable in any merger, acquisition, sale of assets, or other 


business transaction. For more information, please visit: 


[https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/registration/faq-mergers-acquisitions-and-legal-status-


changes-pdf] 


 


U.N. PROPER SHIPPING NAME AND NUMBER: 


Articles, explosive, n.o.s. (contains primer, delay detonator), UN0349 


 


U.N. CLASSIFICATION CODE: 1.4S 


 


REFERENCE NUMBER:  PRODUCT DESIGNATION/PART NUMBER: 


EX2018022134 Time Delay, FTS  


 (D/Ns: 6288100 Rev C and 6288100-02)  


 


NOTES: The following packaging method is assigned by the Competent Authority for 


the United States:  


Inner Packaging – Bag, sealed plastic, each containing one (1) article wrapped in a 


minimum 0.125-inch thick microfoam sheet.   


Intermediate Packaging – Box, corrugated fiberboard, each containing one (1) inner 


packaging.   


Outer Packaging – UN 4G fiberboard box, each containing not more than four (4) 


intermediate packagings with dunnage to prevent movement during transportation.   


This classification meets UN 6(d) criteria.  


This approval as revised supersedes all previous versions.  


 


DATED:  March 20, 2024 


 


 
for William Schoonover 


Associate Administrator for Hazardous Materials Safety 







 

NOTICE: This electronic communication, (including any attachments) is intended
exclusively for the individuals or entities to which it is addressed. It may contain
sensitive, restricted, or proprietary information. Any unauthorized disclosure, use,
dissemination, or copying is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify its sender immediately by replying
and then permanently delete this communication from your IT system.
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