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Agenda

• Welcome and Introductions
• NGDISM Grant Program Reminders and Updates
• NGDISM Section 106 Overview
• Request for Information
• Questions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Matthew
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Tier 2 EA – Section 106 Process

• National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
 The nation’s primary historic preservation law -- Defines the legal 

responsibilities of Federal agencies with respect to the preservation and 
stewardship of historic properties.
 Section 106 of the NHPA requires:

o Federal agencies take into account the effect of their undertakings on historic 
properties; and

o Afford the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity to comment.

Federal undertaking includes any project that requires a permit 
or receives federal funding
Section 106 must be completed for all BIL grant projects prior 

to expenditure of funds or any work taking place.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Volpe Speaker – Shauna Haas
Overview of NHPA
Section 106 overview
Applies to any projects requiring federal permits or receiving federal funds – therefore it applies to all the BIL grant projects. 
Mandates federal agencies take into account the effects of projects on historic properties PRIOR to expenditure of federal funds. Take into account by consulting with SHPOs, tribes, and other consulting parties, taking their comments into consideration and documenting the process. 
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Section 106 – Roles and Responsibilities

• PHMSA 
Lead Federal agency
Conduct review and analysis 
Responsible for all coordination with SHPO/THPO

• Applicants 
Provide information related to project details
Photographs

oRepresentative of the project area

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Matt 
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Tier 2 EA – Cultural Resources

• Tier 2 Analysis
 Input needed

oUndertaking = project 
scope

o Consulting parties –
local contacts

o Identification and 
Evaluation – Project 
setting, local resources

oAdverse effects -
identify Avoidance, 
Minimization or 
Mitigation Measures

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Section 106 is a consultative process. It has four steps, but the process can end at any of the steps. Can take a month to years depending on complexity.
PHMSA is responsible for the Section 106 process and all coordination with SHPO and Tribes
- Asking PPs through the Tier 2 EA worksheet to provide additional information we need to conduct the analysis

Consultation primarily takes place with the SHPO, also includes local interested parties and federally recognized tribes with an interest in the area.

Explain what we need from PPs via the Tier 2 questions – Requested specific items to feed the process, but may also follow up with additional questions 
-- project scope, information and documentation of project area, local resources, prior ground disturbance, may need local contact information for consulting parties

Highlight what we will be doing at a high level. Consultation required if it is the type of activity that may affect historic properties. First we gather the information on what the project is and what types of effects it may have on historic properties and where.  We may have questions about where you are doing work, staging, how deep, and what the character is to determine the area in which we will look for historic properties. 
We then look at photographs, maps, documentation of prior disturbance provided by the project sponsor, and gather information from the state historic preservation office to determine if there are or there is the potential for historic properties in the APE – the better the information you give us, the easier it is for us to make this analysis. 
If we identify historic properties or the potential for archaeological resources, we may need additional studies, or if we know enough, we would assess the affects of the project on these properties. 30-day review period for finding.
We then see if there is a way to avoid, or at least minimize any adverse effects, or if we have to mitigate or continue our studies to determine the effects, we would execute an agreement document to identify the next steps, letting us complete the process. 

May require archeological survey, and if adverse effects, additional mitigation will be identified if effects cannot be avoided. 

Example – If there are significant archeological sites identified in the project area, we may require avoidance or minimization measures – May mean rerouting, modifying or specifying construction methods – fencing off sensitive areas, specifying equipment types or laying materials to minimize ground disturbance where heavy equipment will travel, may include requirements for contractors in the case of unanticipated discoveries during construction. 
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Tier 2 EA – Cultural Resources

• No Potential to Cause Effects:
Purchasing Equipment 

• Potential to Cause Effects:
Any type of digging, subsurface construction, or ground 

disturbance. Including:
o Construction in previously disturbed soils
o Construction activities within existing rights-of-way 
o Open trenching or directional drilling
o Pipe sleeve construction method with limited construction 

locations
Above ground addition of pipelines, regulator stations, and 

other ancillary equipment
Meter relocations on homes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overview of projects that could result in impacts (From Sharyn’s slide)
Once we have an undertaking we determine if it is the type of activity that has the potential to impact historic resources, if they are present. If it is the type of activity, we are required to consult under Section 106. Most projects funded through this grant program will require consultation, but some may be easier than others. Consultation is typically documented in one or more letters, although meetings may also be necessary in complex cases. Each letter generally comes with a 30 day review period by the consulting parties. 

Examples: Pipe sleeve installation and construction in clearly documented previously disturbed soils may be a simple one-letter process. 
	Open trenching along a new alignment may be more involved and require archeological survey.
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Tier 2 EA – Section 106 – Request for Information

• Project description should be as clear and detailed as 
possible about all project activities.

• Clear map(s) showing locations of all project activities 
with road names.

• Brief description of the ROW
ROW width
Maps or shapefiles showing ROW limits, if available

• Staging areas
Locations of staging areas
Brief description of staging areas – paved or unpaved?
 If staging areas are currently unknown, please note this in 

the Tier 2 submittal.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We cannot start our process until we have enough detail to determine the area of potential effects, identify resources in the area – including notation of areas that have previously been disturbed, and determine the effects on these resources. 
If anything is not included in the scope but comes out later – after consultation –we may have to restart the process. This includes incorrect ROW details, mapping or scope descriptions, work outside of the areas we delineate as having the potential to be affected (including staging and access), or changes in scope that may result in different effects or new properties being identified.
Some things may not be known so we err on the side of caution – we would rather start with a larger area of potential effects and narrow it down. Or we may put conditions on the project, such as if you don’t know where your staging area is we may condition that it be a paved area or that weight distribution materials be used to minimize or avoid impacts to potential belowground resources. 
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Tier 2 EA – Section 106 – Request for Information

• Limits of ground disturbance
Maximum depth and width of ground disturbance
Where will ground disturbing activities take place? 

oHow far from the existing line will the new line be installed?
oWill ground disturbance be under the roadway, sidewalks, or in a 

grassy area adjacent to the roadway?
• Previous ground disturbance
Documentation of previous ground disturbance, if available

o Such as as-builts, standard cross-sections, etc.
What are the existing utilities in the areas of ground 

disturbing activities?
oWhat are their locations in relation to the project work?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Archaeology is one of our main concerns given the nature of the program. The more detail we can provide the better we can identify potential concerns. We understand you may not be far enough along in design to know precisely where the replacement pipes will be but if there are likely areas or areas that they cannot go, that helps narrow it down. Most of the time we are evaluating the entire ROW, which can open us up to more of the area not having documentation of prior disturbance. 
Any information you have on previous ground disturbance even if not 100% certain is appreciated. If you know how deep utilities are typically placed, how much of the ROW is already housing other utilities or did at one time, or typical cross sections of the roadways and sidewalks or ditches, that could let us know how deep or where we may encounter intact soils. It is always better if we can prove that soils are disturbed to the depth of disturbance to avoid further studies. 
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Tier 2 EA – Section 106 – Request for Information

• Photographs of the project areas:
Handful of representative streetscape photos
At least one photo of any properties that appear to be 

architecturally ornate, unique, or otherwise historically 
significant
Photos of staging areas

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of the things we have had to request on several Tier 2 submittals is Photographs of the project area. I know some of these are long corridors, so we are asking for only representative shots of the project area to show us the character of the areas in which the work is taking place. If there are any particularly important properties along the corridor that may be affected, either physically or through vibration, please document these properties with at least one photo as well. 

We need these photographs to include in our consultation letters for those who may not be familiar with the areas. They show the types of buildings nearby that may or may not be affected, and give context on where ground disturbance may be new or already has occurred. 
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Tier 2 EA – Section 106

Questions?
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