PHMSA - PIPELINE - BRIEFING SHEET

 
Regulatory Agenda for PHMSA’s Pipeline Program
Twice annually, OMB publishes a unified agenda of planned, pending, and completed regulations by all Federal agencies.  OMB published the fall 2007 agenda in the Federal Register on December 10, 2007. The first part of the agenda includes a regulatory plan for all agencies listing only the most important of the regulations.  There is only one pipeline regulation in this plan – the planned notice of proposed rulemaking for integrity management for natural gas distribution pipeline systems (DIMP). The second part of the agenda is a data-base of all planned, pending, and completed regulations.  There are eight pipeline regulations in this data-base. There is an additional planned pipeline rulemaking not on the agenda.  Approval for this rulemaking did not come until after the agenda was prepared for publication.  

Background  
You can find the unified agenda at 72 Fed. Reg. 69743 and the data base http://www.reginfo.gov/public.  
The pipeline regulations (with updates from the published agenda underlined) are:

1. Planned - DIMP

2. Planned - Safety Standards for Increasing the Maximum Allowable Operating Pressure for Natural Gas Transmission

3. Pending - Polyamide-11 Plastic Pipe Design Pressure (PHMSA published an NPRM after the agenda was published.  The citation is 73 Fed. Reg. 1307 (Jan. 8, 2008).
4. Planned - Administrative Procedures, Address Updates and Technical Amendments

5. Pending (final rule in preparation) – Protecting Unusually Sensitive Areas from Rural Onshore Hazardous Liquid Gathering Lines and Low-Stress Lines
6. Completed – Partial Relief from Public Awareness Regulations for Certain Small Operators (PHMSA published a final rule after the agenda was published.  The citation is 72 Fed. Reg. 70808 (Dec. 13, 2007). 

7. Completed – Integrity Management Program Modifications and Clarifications  (PHMSA published a final rule at 72 Fed. Reg. 39012 (Jul. 17, 2007).)
8. Completed – Design and Construction Requirements to Reduce Internal Corrosion in Gas Transmission Pipelines (PHMSA published a final rule at 72 Fed. Reg. 20055 (Apr. 23, 2007).)
9.  Pending – Updates to Pipeline and Liquefied Natural Gas Reporting Requirements (Approved for agenda after its publication).
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