Office of tha Chairman

Honorable Ellef1 G. Engleman
Administrator

‘Washington, D, C. 20590

Dear Ms. Engletnan:
The National Transporis

to the Research and Special Pro

Board’s investigefion of the Ma
DC-9-32 that crashed into the B

National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20534

FEB - 4 2062

Research and Special Programg Administration

on Safety Board issued Safety Recommendation A-96-30, stated below,
ams Administration (RSPA) on May 31, 1996, as 4 result of the Safsty
y 11, 1996, accident Htivolving Vahet ﬂ1ght 5 92 a McDommell Douglag
verglades swatap shottly after takeoff from Miami Iuternational Aitport,

Miami, Flotrida.
A~96-30
‘I‘_ln":clooperat'iopwwi"c‘l:x ‘e Fdderal Avimbon Administration [FAA], prohibit the

transportation  'of oxidizers and oxidizitg materials (e.g., nittic acid) in catgo
compartments that do not have fire of stnoke detection systems.

On February 12, 1998, the FAA igsued 2 final rule to upgrade the fire safety standards for cargo
or baggepe compartments in certain trahsport-category aitplanes by ehmmatmg Class D cotmpartments as
an option for future type certification. The Class D cotupartments in certain transport category airplanes
mantfactured under existing typp certificates and used in passenper setvice were tequired to meet the fite
or smoke detection and fire suppression statdards for Class C comparbnents by March 2001, The Class
D compartments 1, certain transport category airplanes manufactured tinder existing type cettificates and
used only for the camiage of dargo were also required to meet such standards or the corresponding
standards for Class E compartments by the same date,

The FAA’s elimination bf Clags D cargo compattments effectively vemoves any hieed for RSPA to
{ake action. Therefore, Safety Reconunendation A-96-30 is classified “Clused—No Longer Applicable” for . . .
the RSPA.

Sincerely,

it

ce:  Mr, Robert Cla:rké, Safety and Health Team Leadet '
Office of Transportation Policy Development

Ms, Jickie Goff, Director l'. ’

Office of Intermodal Hazardous Matetials Progratrs
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