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The Honorable Jim Hall 
Chairman 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, DC 20594 

Dear Mr. Chairman: - +.-
This letter addresses the National Transportation Safety Board's safety recommendation 
A-98-80 issued to the Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA). 
Recommendation A-98-80 was issued as the result of the Safety Board's investigation of the 
destruction of a Federal Express Corporation aircraft enroute from Memphis, Tennessee, to 
Boston, Massachusetts on September 5, 1996. The flightcrew determined there was smoke in 
the cabin cargo compartment. The aircraft was destroyed by fire after landing. The 
recommendation states: 

A-98-80 
RSPA require, within 2 years, that air carriers transporting hazardous materials 
have the means, 24 hours per day, to quickly retrieve and provide consolidated 
specific information about the identity (including proper shipping name), hazard 
class, quantity, number of packages, and location of all hazardous materials on 
an airplane in a timely manner to emergency responders. 

The Safety Board issued the same recommendation to the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). RSPA and FAA are jointly developing an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
under Docket (Hh4-206C) to seek public comment on these recommendations. 

I request A-98-80 be classified as "Open-Acceptable Action." 

If you have any questions, please contact me or Mr. William E. Vincent, Director of the Office 
of Policy and Program Support, at (202) 366-483 1. 

Sincerely, 

4 i /$L
Kelley Jcoyner 


