February 5, 1993

M. Bill Scaife

Anmoco Producti on Conpany
Post O fice Box 50879
New Ol eans, LA 70150

Dear M. Scaife:

This is in response to M. H C Van, Jr's letter of January 18,
1993, concerning a question on the InterimFinal Rule pertaining to
Response Plans for Onshore QI Pipelines, 49 CFR Part 194. He
i ndi cat ed:

"The term onshore oil pipeline needs to be nore clearly
def i ned. Does this interimfinal rule apply to onshore
gas pipelines that carry mninmal anmounts of condensate
along with the gas?

"Condensate forns in many gas transmssion lines and is
transported along with the gas. I ncl usion of onshore
gas lines under these rules would inpart a significant
burden on the industry to submt response plans by the
February 18, 1993, deadline inposed by OPA 90."

Most gas gathering lines are connected to processing plants where
heavi er hydrocarbons are renoved fromthe gas and sold separately.
The smal |l anmount of condensates in such |ines could not reasonably
be expected to cause substantial harm to the environnent.
Therefore, oil spill response plans covering these gas gathering
lines would not be required to be filed by February 18, 1993.

Downst ream of such processing plants, the gas is in a condition fit
for use by gas custoners. Beyond the processing plant, the gas
generally is transported in a transmssion |line for delivery to a
di stribution center or storage facility. Natural gas, depending on
the volune of gas transported and tenperature differentials, wll
formsmal |l anounts of |ight hydrocarbons or condensates while being
transported in the transm ssion pipelines because of the recurring
conpression and subsequent pressure drops. Condensates so forned
are |ikewise not considered to cause substantial harm to the
environment and oil spill response plans would not be required to
be filed by February 18, 1993.

| hope this responds fully to your inquiry.

Si ncerely,

Cesar De Leon
Director Regul atory Prograns
Ofice of Pipeline Safety
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