August 3, 1979

M. Leo L. Andrews
1511 North 13th
Duncan, GOkl ahoma 73533

Dear M. Andrews:

Your nmeno on June 12, 1979, asks whether certain oil pipelines
constructed prior to 1954 nust neet the construction requirenents
of 49 CFR 195.210 and 195. 248.

In accordance with Section 195.200, the provisions of the Federa
liquid pipeline safety standards to which you refer are
construction standards which apply to "new' pipelines and
"existing" pipelines that are rel ocated, replaced, or otherw se
changed. As used in this section, the term"new' neans a

pi pel i ne upon whi ch construction was begun after March 31, 1970,
and "existing" refers to a pipeline in operation or under
construction on that date (see Section 195.402(d)).

As construction standards, the "cover" requirenents of Sections
195. 210 and 195.248 are intended to apply at the tinme a new

pi peline is constructed or an existing pipeline is replaced,

rel ocated, or otherw se changed. The Federal standards do not

requi re that construction burial depths be nmaintained over the

operating life of pipelines.

However, it should be noted that the requirenments of Section
195.402(c) call for corrective action by the carrier whenever it
di scovers any condition that could adversely affect the safe
operation of its pipelines. Such a condition could involve
insufficient cover over a pipeline to protect it against external
| oads.

Si ncerely,

Cesar DelLeon

Associ ate Director for

Pi pel i ne Safety Regul ation

Mat eri al s Transportation Bureau

dal \ 195\ 210\ 79- 08- 03



6/ 12/ 79

TO Dl RECTOR, OFFI CE OF PI PELI NE SAFETY OPERATI ONS
SUBJ: COVER FOR HI GH PRESSURE PI PELI NES
ATTN: DI RECTOR

| HAVE A WHEAT FARM NEAR A CORP OF ENG NEER LAKE I N WHI CH
THERE 1S 3 BI G PI PELI NES CROSSI NG THAT WERE | NSTALLED BEFORE
1954. THESE PI PELI NES WERE ONLY BURIED FROM 1 1/2 to 3 feet deep
which is not buried deep enough for cultivation with the nodern
farm equi pnment being used today. As this | ake devel ops there
w Il be a congestion of people over and around these pipelines.
As owner of the land | am concerned about the safety of these
shal | ow buried lines, with regards to people, boats, trailer
hones, permanent hones. | HAVE CONTACTED THE O L COVPANI ES
OWNERS OF THESE PI PELI NES AND THEY ADVI SE THAT SI NCE THE
Pl PELI NES WERE CONSTRUCTED PRI OR TO 1954 THEY ARE NOT REQUI RED TO
CONFORM TO THE SAFETY REGULATI ONS FOR THE TRANSPORTATI ON OF
LI QUI DS BY PI PELI NE PART 195 TITLE 49 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL
REGULATI ONS REVI SED AS OF DEC 31, 1976 AND SUBCHAPTER D PI PELI NE
SAFETY FEDERAL REQ STER, VOL 43 NO. 33 THURSDAY FEB 16, 1978
DOES OLD PI PELI NE HAVE TO MEET REGULATI ONS 195. 248 AND 195. 210( b)
OF DOT REGULATI ONS.

LEO L. ANDREWS

1511 North 13th
Duncan, GOkl ahomma, 73533

dal \ 195\ 210\ 79- 08- 03



