Novenber 5, 1973

M. Joe R Wlls, Jr., P.E
Texas Railroad Conm ssion
Gas Utilities Division
Ernest O Thonpson Bl dg.
Austin, TX 78711

Dear M. Wells:

This is regarding the copy of a letter fromthe Lone Star Gas
Conpany dated Septenber 5, 1973, to the Texas Railroad Comm ssion
with reference to a fire at 2522 South Jennings Street, Forth
Worth, Texas, which took place on August 23, 1973.

The Lone Star Gas Conpany states that in this instance a vacant
frame house caught fire froman undeterm ned cause. A portion of
the building fell onto the inlet riser of the neter |oop,
breaking the stop valve and permtting gas to escape which was
limted by the flame. Since there were no other sources of
escaping gas, it is the Conpany's opinion that they have no

reporting requirenent pursuant to 49 CFR?191.5.

Tel ephonic notice of certain | eaks as defined in 49 CFR191.5
applies to all leaks in the pipeline systens regardless of their
cause. The primary purpose of the Reporting Requirenents
regulation is to provide for the accunul ati on of factual data
that will give the departnent a sound statistical base with which
to define safety problenms, determ ne their underlying causes, and
propose regul atory sol utions.

The tel ephonic report of this incident was in keeping with the

requi renents of 49 CFR?191.5 of the Federal pipeline safety
st andar ds.

The Lone Star Gas Conpany is therefore currently delinquent in

meeting the requirenment of 49 CFR?191.9 - Distribution system
Leak report. Appropriate action on your part is requested.

Si ncerely,

Joseph C. Cal dwel |
Director
O fice of Pipeline Safety
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