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AUG 11 2003

Mr. George Plum Ref. No.: 03-0164
USA Services, Inc.

1111 Ingleside Road

P. 0. Box 12103

Norfolk, VA 23502

Dear Mr. Plum:

This responds to your letter regarding proof pressure test requirements under the Hazardous Materials
Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180). Specifically; you asked whether the proof pressure test
prescribed in §180.209(e) may be performed on certain DOT— 4 series cylinders used for refrigerant
gas recovery.

The answer is yes. A cylinder made in conformance with specification DOT 4B, 4BA, 4BW, or 4E
that is protected externally by a suitable corrosion-resistant coating and used exclusively for the
materials specified in §180.209(e), which include refrigerant gases, that are commercially free from
corroding components may be requalified by volumetric expansion testing every 12 years instead of
every five years. As an alternative, the cylinder may be subjected to a proof pressure test at least two
times the marked service pressure, but this latter type of test must be repeated every seven years after
expiration of the first 12-year period. When subjected to a proof pressure test, the cylinder must be
carefully examined under test pressure and removed from service if a leak or defect is found.

I hope this satisfies your inquiry. I we can be of further assistance, please contact us.
Sincerely,

T L ly -
Susan Gorsky

Senior Transportation Regulations Specialist
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards
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