Advisory Bulletins & Regulatory Holes
August, 2009

	No.
	Date
	Subject
	Description
	Hole?

	07-01
	9/6/07 72FR51301
	Updated Notification of the Susceptibility of Older 

Plastic Pipes to Premature Brittle-Like Cracking.
	Updates prior ADBs issued in response to NTSB study and adds Delrin insert tap tees and, Plexco service tee Celcon (polyacetal) caps to list of known susceptible materials.
	No.  Older materials issue.  PPDC covering.

	08-02
	3/4/08 73FR11695
	Identifying Issues with Mechanical Coupling That Could 

Lead to Failure.
	Discusses failure experience and reminds operators of importance of correct installation
	No.  DIMP will address

	08-03
	3/10/08 73FR12796
	Dangers of Abnormal Snow and Ice Build-up on Gas 

Distribution Systems.
	Recommends notice to customers and operator attention to equipment subject to excessive snow/ice
	No

	08-01 
	5/13/08 73FR27607
	Notice to Operators of Gas Transmission Pipelines on the 

Regulatory Status of Direct Sales Pipelines.
	Advises operators of change in interstate status of direct sales lines due to PIPES Act provisions
	No

	08-04
	6/5/08 73FR32077
	Installation of Excess Flow Valves into Gas Service Lines
	Advises operators of PIPES Act requirement to install EFVs
	No.  DIMP will address

	08-05
	6/25/08 73FR36164
	Notice to Operators of Request for Voluntary Advance 

Notification of Intent to Transport Biofuels
	Requests operators considering transport of biofuels to notify PHMSA
	Yes (minor).  Revise 195 to include biofuels in scope

	08-06
	7/2/08 73FR38024
	Dynamic Riser Inspection, Maintenance, and Monitoring 

Records on Offshore Floating Facilities
	Advises operators to inspect risers and maintain records of inspections
	Maybe (adopt API RP-2RD)

	08/07
	7/31/08 73FR44800
	NPMS Submissions
	Suggests operators coordinate annual NPMS submissions with annual reports
	No

	08-08
	11/24/08 73FR71089
	Proper Identification of Internal Corrosion Risk
	Reminds operators of HL pipelines of responsibilities to address internal corrosion 
	No

	09-01
	5/21/09 74FR23930
	Potential Low and Variable Yield and Tensile Strength and 

Chemical Composition Properties in High Strength Line Pipe
	Advises operators of wide variations in material properties, outside specs, found during pipeline construction
	No

	06-02
	6/16/06 71FR34998
	Submission of Public Awareness Programs for Review
	Informs operators how to submit public awareness programs
	No

	06-01
	1/17/06 71FR2613
	Notification on Safe Excavation Practices and the use of Qualified Personnel to oversee all Excavations and Backfilling Operations
	Reminds operators of requirements for excavation
	No

	05-08
	9/7/05 70FR53272
	Potential for damage to pipeline facilities caused by the passage of Hurricane Katrina.
	Urges actions to warn local population of hazards from Hurricane Katrina damage
	No

	05-07
	9/7/05 70FR53273
	Potential for damage to natural gas distribution pipeline facilities caused by the passage of Hurricane Katrina.
	Urges additional safety actions in response to Hurricane Katrina
	No

	05-06
	8/11/05 70FR46917
	Countermeasures to Prevent Human Fatigue in the Pipeline Control Room.
	Advises on measures to address fatigue
	No. Control room management rule addresses

	05-05
	8/10/05 70FR46569
	Inspecting and testing pilot-operated pressure relief valves.
	Provides guidance for testing PORVs
	No

	05-04
	7/29/05 70FR43939
	Notifications required by the integrity management regulations in 49 CFR part 192, subpart O.
	Provides guidance re: notifying PHMSA/states per subpart O and describes PHMSA review process
	No

	05-03
	5/23/05 70FR29557
	Preplanning with owners of electric and other utilities for coordinated response to pipeline emergencies.
	Advises operators of need to pre-plan for emergencies with operators of nearby utilities
	No

	05-02
	4/6/05 70FR17509
	Validation of Strapping Tables to Reduce the Likelihood of Errors That May Lead to Dangerous Conditions in Breakout Tanks.
	Advises operators of importance of validating strapping tables
	No

	05-01
	1/21/05 70FR3255
	Semi-Annual Reporting of Integrity Management Performance Measures in 49 CFR 192.945
	Provides guidance for operators to make required IM performance measure submissions
	No

	04-04
	9/23/04 69FR57135
	Potential for damage to pipeline facilities caused by the passage of Hurricane Ivan.
	Urges actions in response to potential damage from Hurricane Ivan
	No

	04-03
	8/18/04 69FR51348
	Potential for unauthorized excavations and the installation of acoustic monitoring devices or other data acquisition devices on pipeline facilities.
	Advises operators of events in which unauthorized acoustic monitors were installed on pipelines by third parties
	No

	04-02
	7/22/04 69FR43881
	To provide guidance to operators for making the first required semi-annual submission of performance measures for integrity management.
	Provides guidance for first IM performance measure submittal
	No

	04-01
	9/29/04 69FR58225
	Hazards associated with de-watering of pipelines
	Advises operators to consider hazards of dewatering and follow recommended practices
	No

	03-09
	12/23/03 68FR74289
	Potential Service Disruptions in SCADA Systems
	Advises operators that maintenance etc. of SCADA can cause disruptions
	No

	03-08
	11/25/03 68FR66155
	Self-Assessment of Pipeline Operator Public Education Programs
	Reminds operators they must complete and submit self-assessments
	No

	03-07
	11/17/03 68FR64948
	The requirement in 49 U.S.C. 60109 (c) that each operator begin the baseline integrity assessment of segments in high consequence areas no later than June 17, 2004
	Provides guidance on what actions PHMSA considers sufficient to begin the process of baseline assessment and comply with the statute
	No

	03-06
	11/12/03 68FR64189
	Corrosion Threat to Newly Constructed Gas Transmission and Hazardous Liquid Pipelines
	Advises operators of severe corrosion found on new pipeline due to stray currents
	No

	03-05
	10/8/03 68FR58166
	Stress Corrosion Cracking (SCC) Threat to Gas and Hazardous Liquid Pipelines
	Advises operators to consider threat of SCC in developing IM programs
	No

	03-04
	9/5/03 68FR52816
	Pipeline Industry Implementation of Effective Public Awareness Programs
	Advises operators of new statutory requirement for public awareness programs
	No

	03-03
	7/17/03 68FR42458
	Identified sites for possible inclusion as high consequence areas (HCAs) in gas integrity management programs
	Provides guidance on what PHMSA considers a good faith effort to find identified sites
	No

	03-02
	2/3/03 68FR5339
	Required Submission of Data to the National Pipeline Mapping System Under the Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 2002
	Advises pipeline operators of their responsibilities under Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of 2002
	 No

	03-01
	1/22/03 68FR3092
	Updates of Digital Mapping Data for Hazardous Liquid Pipeline High Consequence Areas (HCA)
	Advises operators of HL pipelines of availability of new HCA maps
	No

	02-07
	11/26/02 67FR70806
	Notification of the Susceptibility to Premature Brittle-like Cracking of Older Plastic Pipe
	Advises operators of experience with brittle-like (slow) cracking of some PE pipe.  
	No

	02-06
	10/18/02 67FR64447
	Standards for classifying natural gas gathering lines
	OPS will continue to use historic criteria to define gathering pending review of API-RP-80
	No.  API-RP-80 adopted 2006

	02-05
	9/10/02 67FR57484
	Safety of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) Distribution Systems
	Advises LPG system operators to review leak detection and other procedures for adequacy
	No

	02-04
	9/6/02 67FR57060
	Telephonic Notification to NRC
	Advises operators of need to make telephonic reports and to make update calls if significant new info
	No (191.5 not revised to require update calls in One Rule)

	02-03
	6/13/02 67FR40768
	Gas and Hazardous Liquid Pipeline Mapping
	Responds to NTSB recommendation by reminding operators of need for complete and accurate maps
	No

	02-02
	6/5/02 67FR38698
	Revised Natural Gas Transmission Pipeline Incident and Annual Report Forms
	Advises that revised forms are available
	No

	02-01
	5/24/02 67FR36666
	Notification to Stress the Importance of Safe Excavation Practices
	Reminds of safe excavation practices after number of incidents caused by excavation damage
	No

	01-02
	5/21/01 66FR28027
	Emergency Plans and Procedures for Responding to Multiple Gas Leaks and Migration of Gas into Buildings
	Cautions operators on need to consider possibility of multiple leaks and underground gas migration after excavation damage
	No

	01-01
	3/9/01 66FR14255
	Closure of Gas Shut-Off Valves Serving Permanently Moored Vessels (PMV) During High-Water Conditions
	Advises distribution operators to assure that gas can be secured, when necessary, to PMVs even in conditions of high water
	No

	00-02
	9/5/00 65FR53803
	Internal Corrosion in Gas Transmission Pipelines
	Reminds operators of actions they should take to monitor and control IC
	No

	00-01
	No. not used
	
	
	

	99-04
	8/27/99 64FR46967
	Directional Drilling and Other Trenchless Technology Operations Conducted in Proximity to Underground Pipeline Facilities
	Advises of importance that damage protection programs consider and provide protection from directional drilling and other trenchless technology near pipelines
	No

	99-03
	7/16/99 64FR38501
	Potential Service Interruptions in Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition Systems
	Advises operators to review capacity of their SCADA systems following an incident in which SCADA problems contributed
	No CRM rule addresses

	99-02
	3/11/99 64FR12212
	Potential susceptibility of plastic pipe installed between the 1960 and the early 1980s to premature failure due to brittle-like cracking.
	Advises that certain older plastic pipe materials have been found to be subject to brittle-like cracking
	No

	99-01
	3/11/99 64FR12211
	Susceptibility of certain polyethylene pipe manufactured by Century Utility Products Inc. to premature failure due to brittle-like cracking.
	Advises of particular susceptibility of Century Utility Products pipe
	No

	98-04
	11/30/98 63FR65863
	September 15, 1998, deadline to mark OCS pipeline facilities where operating responsibility transfers from a production operator to a transportation operator.
	Advises of regulatory deadline that had passed
	No

	98-03
	11/12/98 63FR63355
	Recurring safety problems which may be resulting from the passage of Hurricane Georges.
	Advises of safety problems that could result from the hurricane
	No

	98-02
	No. not used
	
	
	

	98-01
	8/7/98 63FR42478
	Potential Failure of Computer Systems Controlling Pipeline Operations
	Advises of potential Y2K computer problems
	No

	97-05
	11/12/97 62FR60747
	Potential Failure of Check Valves Following Remanufacturing.
	Advises of a problem found in which older check valves had been remanufactured improperly
	No

	97-04
	7/10/97 62FR37118
	Underground storage
	Defers to IOGCC and API guidelines in lieu of regulating underground storage
	Yes

	97-03
	3/4/97
	Potential Soil Subsidence on Pipeline Facilities
	Advises operators to be wary of potential for subsidence when heavy rains, etc.
	No

	97-01
	1/24/97
	Potential Damage to Pipelines by Impact of Snowfall, and Actions Taken by Homeowners and Others to Protect Gas Systems from Abnormal Snow Build-up
	Advises operators of gas pipelines of possibility of damage from snow/ice accumulation/removal due to heavy snow and ice in Jan 1997
	No

	95-02
	8/9/95
	Increased Pipeline Transportation Security Measures
	Advises that review of security plans is appropriate
	No

	95-01
	5/12/95 60FR25760
	Auditing of Drug and Alcohol Plans by Consortiums or Third-Party Administrators
	Advises that industry auditors have unnecessarily required changes to contractor drug & alcohol plans
	No

	94-05
	11/3/94 59FR55152
	Pipelines Affected by Flooding
	Advises of reviews/actions to take in light of severe flooding damage to pipelines in Houston
	No

	94-04
	5/11/94 59FR24506
	Offshore Operators, Emergency Planning Coordination
	Advises of need for offshore operators to provide for coordination of emergency response with other operators, USCG, etc.  Based on NTSB
	No

	94-03
	3/2/94 59FR10035
	Railroad-Pipeline Emergency Plans Coordination
	Urges coordination with RR operators in emergency planning for pipelines in common ROW or crossing RR.
	No

	94-02
	1/19/94 59FR2909
	Valve Location and Spacing
	Refers operators of High-pressure distribution lines to GPTC for guidance on valve location
	No

	94-01
	1/19/94 59FR2908
	Supplemental Incident/Accident Reports
	Reminds operators of requirement to submit supplemental reports and to include all costs
	No


