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COommunities, unless one of the follow-
[ 49 CFR Parts 173, 174 ] Ing provide qualified mechanijea] or
[Docket No. HM-60} visual sfu%'l\;eill{all_tig o£ the htrain within 35
miles o € limits of such ¢o 1unit
TRANSPC'RTATION OF HAZARDOUS a. Hotbox detector : fmunities
MATERIALS li) nitial terming] Imterchange o 500-
, . . | mile inspection point:
Request for Public Advice on Speed ¢. Roll-by inspection at crew change
Restriction on Tank Cars pcint: or
The Hazardous Materials Regulations d. Qualified railroaq personnel adja-
Board is considering amending Parts 173 cent to the track,
and 174 of the Department’s Hazardous A positive indication of Satisfactory
Materials Regulations to Core with the surveillance or mspection of the train
increasing number of railroad accidents would have to pe received by the train
involving DOT Specifications 112A and crew in the caboose, and that informa-
114A tank cars transporting l.quefied tion woulg then have to be transmitted to
flammable gag. Although Docket No. the engineman.
HM-38: Amendment No. 179-4 limited The Board is also considering propos-
the capacity of tank cars built after ing that shippers, when . offering carriers
November 30, 1970, to 34,500 gallons, loaded tank cars of 25,000 gallons oy
existing cars Carrying liquefied flam.- greater capacity he réquired to designato
mable gas with 2 capacity of over 25,000 ONn shipping orders for inclusion in way-
gallons appear to have caused g major bi :

portion of the more Serious difficulties
encountered to date.

Crescent City, 111, may be brieﬂy sum- Intereste i
marized. Following derailment of the

train, one or more tank cars beecame Board is considering Droposing as part
punctured, releasing their contents '

. of the solution to g broblem it conside)s
which, in most cases, then burst into .

cars in the irnmediate area. Often lique- the increasing number of railroad ac-
fied lammable gas moves in groups of cidents involving these tank cars, in-
more than five tank cars coupled to- cluding lower filling densities addition
gether. When punctured and ignited, the of Insulation, ete., to be considered as
fire impinges on the uninsulated shells bart of an overall System aimed gt Sig-~
of adjacent tank cars, causing them to nificantly reducing the loss of hazardoys
heat, lose tensile strength and explode. materials in such accidents. Comments,
It is usually a very short time beiween idcntifying the docket number, should be
derailment and €Xplosion of these ad- submitted in duplicate to the Secr-etary,
Jacent tank cars. Such explosions occur Hazardous Materials Regulations Board,
despite the safety relief devices with Department of Transportation,-400 Sixth
which these cars are equipped. Street SwW., Washington, D.C. 20590,

The Board believes that Placing cer- prior to December 16, 1970. All comments
tain restrictions on speed of trains in recelved will be available for examination
which liquefied flammable gas tank cars by interested bPersons .at the Office of
are included will significantly reduce the the Secretary Hazardous Materials
likelihood of derailment and potential Regulations Board, /both before ang
impact on the cars. The Board is thfhre- after the closing date for comments.
fore considering proposing, among other . (. }
things, that the speed of trains carrying b Isguticgi'?lon Washington, D.C., on Octo
liquefied flammnable gas in DOT Specifi- T 9, ’ CARL V. Lyon
cations 112A and 114A tank cars having Acti o ’

- cling Admzmstrator,

a capacity of 25,000 gallons or morea, be Federal Railroad A dministration
limited to a raaximum of 95 miles per caera
hour when moving through incorporsated [F.R. Doc. 70-13913: Filed Oct. 14, 1970;
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