Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board

[ 49-CFR Part 173 ]
[Docket No. HM-39: Notice 69-32]

TRANSPORTATION OF HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS

Extension of Retest Interval for
Nonpressure Tank Cars

The Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board is considering amending the De-
pertment’s Hazardous Materials Regula-
tions to extend the initial retest period
for certain nonpressure tank car tanks
from 10 to 20 years.

A petitioner has requested that tanks
built in conformance with Specifica-
ticn DOT 103W, 104w, 111A60W1,
1TIA100W1, or 111A100W3 be removed
Ifrom the requirement that they be re-

their first 20-year period of operation.
The 10 years retest requirement would
continue to apply to tank car tanks in
operation over 22 vears. In support of
this request, the Board has been advised
==+ a survey of tank car owners was

'cted by the American Petroleum

ute to determine whether the 10-

garding the quality of the tank. Accord-
ing to this Survey 14,138 nonpressure

tank cars had been subjected to the

tion which would seriously affect safety
in transportation discovered. Addition-
ally, 1,566 of these tanks were given a

second retest at the 20-year interval and
similar results were noted.

Based upon this information, a special
permit waiving the initia] 10-year retest
Tfor DOT 111A100W1 tank cars was issued
to a shipper. There has been no adverse
shipping experience reported under the
terms of the special permit and the Board
has received no Information to indicate
that waiver of the 10-year retest com-
promiises safety in transportation.

In consideration of the foregoing, it is
oroposed to amend § 173.31(c), Retest
I'able 1, as follows:-

3 173.31 Qualification, maintenance, and
use of tank cars.
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R. N. WHITMAN,

Administrator,
Federal Railroad Administration.

(F.R. Doec. 69-14881; Filed, Dec. 15, 1969:
8:48 a.m.]
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