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PHMSA strongly believes that effective damage prevention programs, including enforcement, 
are best addressed at the State level. Nationwide statistics show that effective enforcement of 
State excavation damage prevention laws reduces excavation damage and pipeline incidents, and 
results in increased safety. We applaud the state of Virginia on developing and sustaining an 
effective damage prevention enforcement program, and will continue to support your efforts. If 
you have any questions or need additional information, please contact our Damage Prevention 
Team by email at excavation.enforcement@dot.gov or by phone at (804) 556-4678. 

Sincerely, 

akt{� 
Acting Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Terry McAuliffe, Office of the Governor, State of Virginia 
Mr. Massoud Tahamtani, Director, Division of Utility and Railroad Safety, Virginia State 

Corporation Commission 
Mr. Rick Pervarski, Virginia Utility Protection Service, Inc. 


